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be *“Stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free’’ 


For Our Country 
We Pray | 


Especially for Trainees 
O GOD, ALMIGHTY AND MERCIFUL, \ 


St. Paul’, Wilmington, N. C, Keeps “Open House” 
Let Thy Fatherly kindness be upon all whom 


; 

i Thou hast made. Hear the prayers of all that ‘ 

i call upon Thee; open the eyes of them that , 

a ra Look Ahead never pray for themselves; pity the plight of 

i such as are in misery; deal mercifully with 
By the Parish and Church School Board them that are in darkness; increase the num- 


ber and graces of such as fear and serve Thee 
daily. Preserve this land from the misfortunes 
of war; this Church from all wild and dan- 


Synods Convene gerous errors; this people from forgetting Thee 
| . their Lord and Benefactor. Be gracious to all 
Michigan, Texas, California, Illinois and Indiana those countries that are made desolate by the 


sword, famine, pestilence, or persecution. Bless 
all persons and places to which Thy providence 
has made us debtors; all who have been instru- 
mental to our good by their assistance, advice, 


in Annual Meetin os 


i 

u : 

Three “Home Problems’ 4 example, or writings, and make us in turn use- 
ful to others. Let none of those that desire our : 

With Advice by Dr. Rudisill prayers want Thy mercy, but defend and com- . 


fort and conduct them through to their life’s | 


| end; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 4 


Amen.—Collects and Prayers. i 
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Dr. D. Burt Smith, Editor 


Colleagues 
Pay Tribute 
to 


His Services 


By Dr. Cuarues P. WILEs, 
Editor of Sunday School Literature 


THE name of Dr. Smith is written 
large into the Sunday school literature 
of the Lutheran Church. For thirty 
years he has been preparing lessons for 
the schools, first of the General Synod 
and then of the United Lutheran 
Church. He began with helps for the 
intermediate groups and their teachers, 
and later did work in the same field for 
the young people, the adults, and the 
home department. He was a careful 
student of the Bible and loved to com- 
municate its meaning to those for whom 
his lessons were prepared. 

In both Hummelstown and Easton, 
Pennsylvania, where Dr. Smith served 
as pastor, he gave considerable thought 
to Sunday school problems, with the 
result that the programs were improved 
and the standards raised. Dr. Charles 
S. Albert, who was then editor of the 
Sunday school literature of the Gen- 
eral Synod, requested Dr. Smith to give 
such time as he could spare from his 
pastoral duties to the preparation of 
Sunday school lessons. That was thirty 
years ago this June, and from that day 
to this he has been writing for our 
schools, for ten years on part time, and 
twenty years on full time. In 1920, the 
number of Sunday school periodicals 
having increased and the Sunday 
school needs multiplied, the Parish and 
Church School Board extended a call 
to Dr. Smith to become a member of 
its staff as associate editor and field 
worker. He accepted the call and en- 
tered upon his new duties the first of 
the following year. 

However, the editorial work soon be- 
came so heavy that he was relieved of 
most of the field work so that he could 
meet the editorial demands made upon 
him. In addition to the periodical lit- 
erature, Dr. Smith, for twenty-one 
years prepared his share of The Lesson 
Commentary, an annual volume on the 
Sunday school lessons, and a page 
weekly on these same lessons for the 
official organ of our Church, Tue Lu- 
THERAN, editorials for Lutheran Young 
Folks, and numerous articles in va- 
rious periodicals, and was responsible 


Born December 6, 1874 
Died May 15, 1941 


for the young people’s de- 
partment in our workers’ 
magazine, The Parish 
School. 

In order to equip himself further for 
his many responsibilities Dr. Smith 
spent a summer each at Columbia Uni- 
versity and Northwestern University. 
He was a representative of our Church 
on the Daily Vacation Bible School 
Committee and the International Coun- 
cil of Religious Education. He was sec- 
retary of the Board of Directors of 
Camp Nawakwa, and for a time he 
served as secretary and acting-treas- 
urer of the Parish and Church School 
Board. 

Now he rests from his labors and his 
works follow him. 


By Dr. M. R. HamMsuer, 


President, Central Pennsylvania 
Synod 


No finer tribute can be paid Dr. D. 
Burt Smith than those which come 
from the members’ of the churches he 
served as pastor. 

His was a teaching ministry. His peo- 
ple loved him for the Truth he taught. 
He had the gift of simple speech and 
was able to present the Word in lan- 
guage which anyone might understand. 
And his teaching became effective 
through a sympathetic understanding 
of human need. 

The method of his ministry centered 
in organization. He believed that men 
should be marshaled for Christ and the 
Church, and that system should pre- 
vail in study and service. His people 
knew that he had a reason for the faith 
that was in him and for the ministry 
set before him. 

The Central Pennsylvania Synod and 
the congregations which knew Dr. 
Smith best will treasure the memory 
of his ministry for the great Teacher 
of Men. 


By Dr. S. Wurtr Ruyne, 


Executive Secretary of the Parish 
and Church School Board 


In the passing of Dr. D. Burt Smith 
the Parish and Church School Board 
has lost a faithful worker, the Church 
a loyal supporter, his family a devoted 
husband, and all who knew him a true 
friend. 
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Standing on a street corner in Co- 
lumbia, South Carolina, just twenty 
years ago this month, he remarked to 
two young students of the Southern 
Seminary, “Some of you young men 
ought to be preparing to help carry on 
the work of education in the Church.” 
That’s all he said, but today one of the 
two is happy to testify to the tiny seed 
that he sowed in his heart. 

But this was characteristic of Dr. 
Smith. He was a sower of seed. He 
sowed seeds of friendship. His social 
contacts were many. In his early years 
with the Board as a field secretary 
traveling all over the Church he made 
friends, in and out of the Church, 
friends who have remembered him and 
the work. In those social contacts he 

(Continued on page 28) -, 
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War Calls for Aid 


Tur LUTHERAN deems it timely to urge clear thinking 
on the part of church members relative to participation 
in the war now raging on three continents and likely to 


extend actively to the Western Hemisphere. It is true’ 


that folk in and through their churches and by means 
of secular organizations are affected by the struggle. We 
Lutherans in the United States and Canada began war 
service more than a year ago. Since then the area of our 
interests has widened, and we are deliberately facing 


financial and spiritual responsibilities that will cease 
‘only when rehabilitation of European church societies 


has occurred. 

We, along with the members of other branches of the 
Christian Church sought to sustain the lives and the 
faith of brethren first in Finland and later in orphaned 
mission fields. What was first called for in February 
1940 was again more earnestly requested in 1941. Under 
the titles, Emergency Appeal and Lutheran World 
Action, congregations in all portions of the United States 
and Canada supplied the funds by which the ministry 
of the Gospel in stricken, isolated places was main- 
tained. “No foreign mission field has been abandoned.” 


fe 


Nor is the Church failing to take part in the defensive 
measures in which the American government is en- 
gaged. No gathering of religious leaders declared war 
and no consecrated Christian wants it to continue; least 
of all to be extended. But what the Gospel can do to 
rebuke sin, to arouse and stimulate faith in God, and to 
abate fierce hatreds is in process of provision. The 
chaplains to whom the military authorities commit the 
spiritual welfare and the moral equilibrium of men 
called to defend the nation against attack are in the 
training camps. The Church will complement their 
labors by the establishment of civilian centers of recrea- 
tion and entertainment. 

In a sense the Church is involved in any war that be- 
falls its members, just as it is in the midst of any pes- 
tilence or any visitation of heresy and falsehood. Its 
regular operations are interrupted. Its resources in 
work and workers are called from their more’ quiet and 
fruitful activities to inspire faith in God, to comfort the 
frightened, to minister to the wounded, and to voice the 
prayers of their fellow believers. Christianity is opposed 
to wars, but its ministrations are not prohibited thereby. 
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“Wie Chia in The News 


North American Conference 

Tue nearest thing to a world conference which can be 
held by Christians this year will be the meeting next 
week in Toronto. It is called the North American 
Ecumenical Conference and will be a step in the forma- 
tion of the World Council of Churches. 

Official representatives of churches of the United 
States and Canada are expected, 200 in number, plus at 
least a few representatives of Latin American coun- 
tries. Dr. Abdel R. Wentz has been named as a dele- 
gate by the executive board of the United Lutheran 
Church. 


Open Season for Church Conventions 

Tue Presbyterian USA general assembly is now in 
session in St. Louis. Possible merger with the southern 
Presbyterian church, reduction in the amounts ex- 
pected by pastors under their pension plan, and service 
to men engaged in the defense program are under dis- 
cussion. 

The Disciples of Christ completed their convention in 
St. Louis earlier this month. Total paid registration was 
over 6,000. According to Harold Fey, Christian Century 
writer who is himself a member of the Disciples 
Church, “The Disciples of Christ, more than any other 
religious body in America, are constantly questioning 
their ‘message’ and their right to a separate denomina- 
tional existence.” 


Movies and Ministers 

BEGINNING this week THE LUTHERAN is presenting a 
weekly movie estimate service, which is in no way dic- 
tated by Hollywood. In this connection it may be in- 
teresting to mention that a paragraph on this page a 
month ago regarding Father Flanagan in the movies 
brought forth a prompt note from the Hays office. The 
number of Roman Catholic clergymen portrayed in the 
movies, it is admitted, is out of proportion to the mem- 
bership of that church in this country. History and 
geography are shown to be responsible. A film with 
settings in Mexico, or taking its theme from the medi- 
aeval period, naturally involves priests. 

Ministers may rest assured, it is pointed out, that they 
are carefully protected by the 
Production Code. They are the 
only professional group whose 
members may never appear on 
the screen as villains. They are 
also safe from being used as 
comic characters. “No film or 
episode may throw ridicule on 
any religious faith. Ceremonies 
of any definite religion should 
be carefully and respectfully 
handled.” 


Time Out for Theological Students 

SEVERAL Ohio presbyteries are presenting to the Pres- 
byterian general assembly a plan for requiring the- 
ological students to serve a year in parish work be- 


By G. ELSoN RUFF 


tween the middle and senior year of their seminary 
study. 

“To have been able to spend a year in student days 
under the supervision of an older minister to whom one 
could turn for counsel and guidance would be inval- 
uable to the young minister entering upon independent 
work,” states The Presbyterian Tribune. 


How Tolerant Are Catholics? 

“OFFICIALLY DISCREDIT FABULOUS STORY 
ON RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION OF PROTESTANTS 
IN SPAIN. ALL OF IT IS RIDICULOUS IDEA,” says 
a cablegram from the Spanish government published in 
America, Roman Catholic periodical. 

Reports have been published in this country that 
Protestant schools in Spain are closed pending investiga- 
tion of their religious teachings and politics; that im- 
portation of Bibles into Spain has been prohibited; and 
that Protestant ministers who fled from Spain during 
the war have not been permitted to return. 


How much tolerance would be shown toward Prot- 
estants by the Roman Catholic Church if it had the 
upper hand in the United States? This interesting ques- 
tion is discussed by James N. Vaughan in Commonweal. 
He summarizes, without giving approval, the ideas of 
Msgr. John A. Ryan in a recent book, “Catholic Prin- 
ciples of Politics.” 

If the United States were to become a Catholic coun- 
try, according to Msgr. Ryan’s ideas, “the unbaptized 
and those born into a non-Catholic sect could not be 
coerced into the Catholic Church. They would be 
allowed to practice their several forms of worship if they 
did this within the family, or in such an inconspicuous 
manner as to be an occasion neither of scandal nor of 
perversion of the faithful.” 

However non-Catholics would certainly not be allowed 
to spread their dangerous teachings publicly. “Since no 
rational end is promoted by the dissemination of false 
doctrine, there exists no right to indulge in this prac- 
tice... . Error has not the same rights as truth.” 


Lutherans on the Air 

A LuTHERAN station which broadcasts about thirty- 
five hours a week is WCAL, a Norwegian Lutheran 
Church project at St. Olaf College. The equipment con- 
sists of a radio building at Northfield, Minnesota, a 
studio on the St. Olaf campus and another at the Augs- 
burg Publishing House in Minneapolis, and a leased 
wire between. This equipment is valued at $85,000. 
Annual operation cost is $25,000. 

At least half the broadcast time is used for programs 
specifically religious in content. Services are regularly 
broadcast not only in English but in Norwegian, 
Swedish, Finnish, Danish and German. “Stories by the 
hundred could be told of those who had fallen away 
from the faith of their childhood and who have been 
brought back by hearing the Word preached and sung 
on the radio,” says The Lutheran Herald. “WCAL is 
one of the greatest home mission forces we have.” 
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IN THE WORLD'S EYE 


By Jutrus F. SEEBACH 


The First Anniversary of conquest in Europe’s sub- 
jugated lands had varied forms of observance—all of 
them sad. In Holland particularly (May 10) the graves 
of soldiers and civilians alike who perished in the human 
deluge were quietly bedecked with flowers. No public 
demonstrations of commemoration were allowed, though 
a public celebration of Anton Mussert’s forty-seventh 
birthday was staged the following day. Mussert is the 
head of the Netherlands Nazis. In their East Indies pos- 
sessions the Netherlanders publicly commemorated with 
impressive ceremonies “the darkest day in Holland’s his- 
tory.” It is significant that it took the form of a large 
parade of mechanized and motorized units. In France, 
Marshal Petain called on the public to honor the Maid 
of Orleans, whom Germany’s freedom-loving Schiller 
once immortalized. “Martyr of national unity and 
patroness of our towns and villages, Joan of Arc is the 
symbol of France,” Petain declared. Everyone recalled 
with these words that Joan once delivered France from 
invading hosts that held her in pawn. Therefore they 
treasured Petain’s concluding words: “Love her and 


- venerate her, and let us look to her in fidelity and hope.” 


Successful Development of “good neighbor” relations 
with Latin America “requires a closer relationship be- 
tween this country and the Vatican.” So says Dr. J. F. 
Thorning of Mount St. Mary’s College, also a prominent 
member of the Committee on Cultural Relations with 
Ibero-America (all our neighbors to the south). He in- 
formed 1,200 students of the faculty of Baltimore’s Cath- 
clic High School that the 110,000,000 Catholics in Cen- 
tral and South America would be 100 per cent pro- 
United States, if they could be assured that “anti-cler- 
iealism is not going to be invited into their homes to- 
gether with United States political influences and trade 
policies.” The argument seems confused and specious, 
but that is because it is based on the bland assumption 
that the “debt owed by democracy to Christian 
culture” is entirely to be credited to Roman Catholicism 
in general and to the Vatican in particular. Dr. Thorn- 
ing has forgotten the historical predilection of the 
Vatican for the totalitarian point of view in precept and 
practice; Protestants have not. Besides, what is the 
actual attitude of the really influential leaders in Latin 
America toward the Catholic Church at home and the 
Vatican abroad? 


Government by person, rather than by law, was nicely 
illustrated recently (May 3) in Oslo, Norway, when 
Quisling’s “Hirden” (Storm Troopers) kidnapped Dr. 
Roly Gjissing, a psychiatrist of international fame, who 
was in charge of Dikemark, Oslo’s noted asylum for the 
insane. A medical member of the Nasjonsammling (the 
Nazi-fashioned group by which Quisling seeks to but- 
tress his power), was put in Gjissing’s place. The entire 
medical body in Oslo—more than 2,000 in all—imme- 
diately threatened to strike if Dr. Gjissing were not re- 
turned, saying, “If hospital personnel is dismissed for 
purely political reasons, the professional standards and 
efficiency of our hospitals will deteriorate, which in turn 
can have incalculable consequences for the health and 


even the life of our patients.” It is suggested that the 
change was made to facilitate the destruction of the 
insane and otherwise deficient citizens of Norway, fol- 
lowing in this respect a more notable example, if the 
charge of Michael Straight, editor of The New Republic, 
is to be accepted. He asserts in his publication (May 1) 
that “in September, October and November of 1940 the 
Nazis put to death 85,000 blind, aged, or incurably ill 
persons in Germany, because they were unable to con- 
tribute to the German war effort.” Mr. Straight cites 
Catholic authorities in support of this charge, and fur- 
ther refers to corroborative material in the Vatican’s 
official monthly, Acta Apostolicae Sedis, of December 
1940. 


The “Japan Chronicle” of Kobe, a weekly that was a 
British daily until taken over by the Japanese in 1940, 
has recently been telling its readers what every intel- 
ligent Japanese bride should know. It quotes approv- 
ingly the considered action of the Japan-Manchukuo 
Women’s Association to establish institutions “to train 
women who are seeking marriage on the continent 
(likely Manchukuo itself and the occupied terrain of 
China).” The order of importance is ominous: “Besides 
pistol and rifle shooting, they will be given lessons in 
the rearing of infants.” Japanese bridegrooms must be 
very brave! 


When New York’s law allowing “released time” each 
Wednesday for instruction in religion went into effect 
early last February, it was greeted enthusiastically, and 
started off successfully with 3,000 pupils. (5,600 now) 
distributed among their respective houses of faith. Some 
who opposed it at first began to accept its results as a 
practical answer to a bothersome problem, and at the 
same time a successful experiment in religious toler- 
ance. But the first bright skies have since been clouded 
by various events. First, the enthusiasm of its advocates 
was viewed with suspicion as containing ulterior designs 
on the religious freedom of the public. Then the issuance 
cf buttons to be worn by those attending religious in- 
struction, which carried a big (?) were objected to by 
the “shush-shush” elements as tending to controversy 
and over-emphasis of denominational lines, though they 
were merely intended to arouse interest in the move- 
ment in general. Finally (May 1) it has led to a forum 
conducted by the Teachers’ Guild Association, which 
seems to have offered a special chance to all the dis- 
gruntled, especially the various “liberties” organizations 
which recognize no freedom but their own particular 
brand. These are pointing out as grave dangers that the 
law accentuates “religious differences because Prot- 
estant, Jewish and Roman Catholic children would go 
to different centres,’ and again, that it introduces a 
dangerous combination of church and state. It is hard to 
see the evil of the first charge or the logic of the last; 
but the whole controversy should stress anew the fact 
that the place of first and lasting importance in the 
teaching of religion is the home, and that the church 
should give more time and intelligence to the develop- 
ment of that interest and duty. 
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Faith, Food and Fun for Trainees 


St. Paul's Church Wil mington, N. Cs Conducts Open House for Boys at Camp Davis 
By Walter Bitner Freed 


Sr. Pauw’s, Wilmington, North Carolina, is planning 
to go “all out” in an effort to render an effective min- 
istry in behalf of the welfare of the service men sta- 
tioned at Camp Davis, the Wilmington anti-aircraft cen- 
ter. Our government recognizes the necessity for build- 
ing and maintaining a high morale among the service 
men in training. The Army, Navy, and Marine Corps 
will do their part in this important aspect of training 
while the men are on duty within military areas. 

The men in service naturally will have free time and 


week-ends away from their military posts and respon- 


sibilities. The greater portion of this time will be spent 
in communities adjacent to the training centers. It will 
be during this free time that the tasks of morale build- 
ing comes to the agencies outside the military. Here it is 
that the church must do yeoman service. The oppor- 
tunity to touch for good the 
lives of thousands of young 
men, at a time when they 
are going to need it most, 
will be afforded the church. 
In no sense dare the claims 
of these young men upon 
us be brushed aside. The 
church must not fail them 
in this their critical year. 
A call for a new kind of 
service has come to the 
churches situated near mil- 
itary training centers. And 
St. Paul’s, Wilmington, 
North Carolina, as one of 


power, through the Grace of God, to care for the wel- 
fare of the youth, and Lutheran youth in particular, 
who will sojourn with us. The pastor, every member 
of the congregation, and all its auxiliaries have pledged 
their all in this missionary venture. 

The service St. Paul’s will render in this capacity 
with these young men will be threefold: worship, fel- 
lowship, and recreation. 


WORSHIP 

The men are urged through personal association and 
contact with the chaplains and morale officers to attend 
worship services when they are in Wilmington over the 
week-end. When they come to these services, as they 
have been doing, although only a small percentage of the 
22,000 men have arrived, they are greeted by a hostess 
committee. This committee 
makes them welcome and 
invites them, if they care 
to do so, to have dinner 
that Sunday with some 
family of the congregation, 
In this way these young 
men will be taken into good 
Christian homes, be af- 
forded the opportunity to 
meet fine people, and will 
have someone to whom 
they may introduce visit- 
ing kinfolk. 

As time goes on and 
more selectees arrive and 


these churches, is going to 
answer that call, and will 
do everything within its 


Most soldiers of the new army come to training camps 

“straight shooters.” It is the purpose of religious, social and 

recreational programs of churches near camps to help these 
men return home with aims still high and true. 


learn of St. Paul’s, the ar- 
rangement of services will 
be for their benefit, and 
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some of the preaching will be styled to be of particular 
value to them. It was an inspiring sight to see Lutheran 
service men from all over the country in the services of 
Holy Week, and most gratifying to hear them say, “It is 
a great help to us to be able to worship in a Lutheran 
Church.” 


FELLOWSHIP 

We realize that a young man taken suddenly out of 
his home surroundings, separated from his family, his 
sweetheart and his friends will have a feeling of lone- 
liness. He will need wholesome associations, good com- 


_ panions and sympathetic fellowship. Many of the men 


who have come to Camp Davis have sought out the 
pastor, and they have told me much about their back- 


‘ground, their troubles, and their ambitions. My office is 


open to these men at all times, and the parsonage will 
always be “open house” to any and all who come. 

Our Senior Luther League 
for the past eight months has 
been in reality a Sunday eve- 
ning youth forum, discussing 
all kinds of questions and prob- 
lems confronting modern 
youth, endeavoring to interpret 
them in the light of Christian 
truth and Christian experience. 
To these forums, the service 
men who come to Camp Davis 
will have access. And within 
six weeks, when St. Paul’s 
modern parish education build- 
ing is completed, these forums 
will become Luther League 
Sunday evening teas, where, in 
addition to a devotional and a 
forum discussion, a light sup- 
per will be served. In this way, 
“boy meets girl” in the spirit of 
Christian fellowship, and at the 
same time the service men will 
be able to keep abreast of the 
thought and ideas of any other youth whom they meet. 

At various intervals the young people of St. Paul’s 
will have parties for the Lutheran selectees and their 
friends. At such gatherings, under proper supervision, 
boys may have a good time, get to know decent young 
women, and have some of their loneliness dispelled. On 
occasions of this kind refreshments will always be 
served. 

It is hoped that through the Sunday dinner invitations 
extended to those young men who worship with us, fam- 
ilies of the congregation will get to know and to like 
some of these boys so well that they will invite them to 
their homes whenever they come to Wilmington. 
Already this is being done to the extent that certain 
families have arranged evenings of games and entertain- 


‘ment for the boys and their “dates.” The whole idea is 


to have the right kind of Christian fellowship for the 
men. 

The women’s organizations of the church are arrang- 
ing for Saturday evening soldiers’ suppers to be served 
to the men in the parish house. A young man away from 
home will miss, perhaps more than anything else, home 
cooking. These Saturday evening suppers for the boys 
when they are in Wilmington, will be home-cooked 


After the chess game, king and pawn are put into 
the same box. But in the army game men from all 
levels are thrown together. They learn to understand 
each other at play. Chaplains, hostesses and camp- 
side churches help develop the buddy spirit. 


meals and will be served to them at a nominal cost. 

It is our aim to provide Christian fellowship, to let 
the soldier know that the church is interested in him, 
and that in no way will his particular church fail him 
at this time. 


RECREATION 

St. Paul’s Parish House will have a recreation room 
which will correspond with the soldiers’ huts that have 
keen erected in some communities near the camps. This 
place, which is only three blocks from the city soldier’s 
hut, will have books, magazines, writing tables, radio, 
ping-pong tables, a billiard table, ample toilet facilities, 
and a free telephone. Adjoining the recreation room in 
the parish house there is a little theatre where plays will 
be presented, with soldiers participating in the acting. 
Also sound motion pictures will be shown several times 
a week. These things will be done with the idea of pro- 
viding something for the sol- 
dier to do when he comes to 
Wilmington, something whole- 
some and attractive, without 
excessive cost to him. It is our 
sole desire to do everything we 
in St. Paul’s are capable of do- 
ing in order that the Lutheran 
men and their friends from all 
over the country will come to 
identify the Lutheran Church 
as the ministering agency in 
their year of emergency living. 

* * * * 

Of course, we realize this is 
something that concerns our 
whole Church, and St. Paul’s 
in Wilmington in caring for 
Lutheran men from many Lu- 
theran congregations will be 
doing as other Lutheran 
churches adjacent to military 
posts. We pledge ourselves to 
do the job. However, to be 
really effective, we shall need the prayers of the Church, 
and certain material assistance from the Service Men’s 
Division of the National Lutheran Council. 

We are conscious of the seriousness of the work to be 
done for our men in this emergency. As it is done to 
the men and with the men in keeping up their morale, 
making them happy and contented, we contribute to the 
first line of defense of our nation. We know that even 
in this age of trial, the Church must rise to its full 
stature in the name of ministering through Christ. 

In the end, this becomes a personal matter. Twenty- 
five of my boys are now in the service of the United 
States, and more will go. I want our church near them 
tc minister to them, just as I their pastor would, if they 
were still in civilian life. I desire that the church help 
to keep their spirits high and clean. If that is the desire 
of St. Paul’s for its own, then we are committed in turn 
to do that much for the young men who pass through 
our community. And committed we are in the name of 
Christ and of our Church to minister in worship, in fel- 
lowship, and in recreation to the service men who will 
go in and out among us during the next several years. 
May God grant us strength to do His will in behalf of 
the men called to the service of our government. 
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Second Only to Evangelism 


Michigan Synod’s Convention Gives Major Attention to Education 


IN THESE times of trouble and turmoil, the church 
knows that the preservation of Christian idealism in 
America depends upon a strong Christian leadership. 
This leadership will come from the ranks of college and 
university graduates, as well as from seminaries. It 
therefore behooves the church to do everything in its 
power to undergird its program of Christian higher edu- 
cation. Convictions such as these led the Michigan 
Synod, meeting in St. John’s Church, Three Rivers, 
Mich., May 12-14, to make Christian Higher Education 
its main theme. 


Merger of Seminaries Recommended 

After the formal opening of the convention at 1.30 
P. M., Monday, May 12, the report of a special inter- 
synodical committee on seminary merger was consid- 
ered. This committee had been authorized by the synods 
of Illinois, Wartburg, Ohio, Indiana, West Virginia and 
Michigan to consider the feasibility of amalgamating 
Hamma Divinity School of Springfield, Ohio, and Chi- 
cago Lutheran Seminary of Maywood, Ill. In brief, the 
recommendation of this committee was that Hamma 
Divinity School be discontinued at Springfield, that 
Chicago Seminary give up its right of control, and that 
an amalgamated institution be formed at Maywood as a 
subsidiary or division of Wittenberg College, Spring- 
field, Ohio. After extended discussion, the Michigan 
Synod with one dissenting vote adopted the recommen- 
dation looking to such a merger by September 1, 1943. 

Knowing that such a merged institution will be all the 
stronger, if both schools are strengthened beforehand, 
the synod was more than glad to hear that Wittenberg 
and Chicago’s joint campaign for a combined total of 
nearly $1,500,000 was progressing splendidly. This re- 
port was brought by Dr. R. E. Tulloss, president of Wit- 
tenberg; Dr. E. E. Flack, dean of Hamma Divinity 
School. 

Synod’s consideration of Christian higher education 
came to a climax Tuesday night, when Dr. James C. 
Kinard, president of Newberry College, Newberry, 
S. C., addressed the synodical banquet on the theme, 
“The Firing Line of Faith.” Dr. Kinard brought a stir- 
ring challenge to the Church in his usual inimitable 
style. Laymen and pastors alike were convinced that 
Christian institutions of learning are “The Firing Line 
of Faith,” and left the banquet sure of the necessity of 
preserving our Lutheran schools at all costs. 

The Rev. F. P. Madsen, Detroit, president of synod, 
also touched upon this subject in his sermon at the Serv- 
ice of Holy Communion, Monday evening. This service 
was conducted by the Rev. Claudius Jensen, Kalamazoo, 
vice-president, and Secretary W. S. Avery, Detroit. 


Impressive Devotional Period 

The daily devotions were the most inspiring in years. 
The devotional theme for the entire meeting was “Make 
Full Proof of Thy Ministry.” On Monday afternoon, the 


By William S. Avery 


Rev. G. A. Martin of Detroit, preached on “The Pastor 
as Evangelist, Preacher and Teacher.” Tuesday morn- 
ing the Rev. G. Schuchard spoke concerning “The Pas- 
tor’s Personal Life.” Wednesday morning Prof. William 
Eckert presented the subject, “The Minister as Pastor 
or Shepherd of the Flock.” The high point of the devo- 
tional program came Tuesday afternoon when fifteen 
ministers spoke and prayed on a variety of subjects un- 
der the general divisions of evangelism, education, 
merciful works and miscellaneous matters. 


Mr. Rinderknecht Represents U. L. C. A. 
Among the other visitors to Synod not mentioned © 
above was Mr. Edward Rindérknecht of Toledo, the of- 
ficial representative of the United Lutheran Church in 
America. As a member of the Executive Board of the 
Church, Mr. Rinderknecht is well versed in all matters 
pertaining to the welfare of the church at large, and 
ably presented its work, problems and needs. He com- 
plimented the synod on the fact that Michigan had again 
stepped forward in contributing to apportioned and un- 
apportioned benevolences. There was an increase of 
15.09 per cent in unapportioned giving, and 10.85 per 
cent in apportionment. From 55 per cent in 1935, ap- 
portionment giving has increased regularly every year 
until it reached 87.57 per cent for 1940! Of the synod’s 
thirty active congregations, twelve gave in excess on 
apportionment and three others paid in full. 


Home Mission Outlook Encouraging 

In contrast to the sad news from abroad presented 
through the Foreign Mission Committee, the news from 
the Home Mission Committee brought a general note of 
rejoicing. Not only have the large majority of the long- 
established missions progressed this past year, but a 
new mission congregation has been organized for the 
first time in over a decade! Upon the foundations laid 
by the Rev. H. C. TerVehn, M. J. Bieber, D.D., rep- 
resentative of the Board of American Missions, or- 
ganized the Church of the Holy Communion in north- 
east Detroit with a charter membership of seventy-five. 
The congregation was officially received into synod 
during the sessions. 

The Rev. Martin Lehman, pastor of the English Divi- 
sion of First Hungarian Lutheran Church, Detroit, and 
the Rev. Richard Smith, pastor of Messiah Church, Con- 


stantine, were also received into synod. 


"The Lutheran" Praised and Read 

Synod was pleased to hear that Michigan had been 
one of the three synods over-subscribing last year’s goal 
of a five per cent increase in subscriptions to THE 
LUTHERAN. Pastors and lay delegates spoke in high 
praise of the magazine, and the goal of another five per 
cent increase was adopted. 

After hanging fire for many years, the project of es- 
tablishing a synodical summer school was dropped. 
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“Floods Change Texas Synod’s 


Meeting Place 


Cuero Was Neighborly to Weesatche and 


a Rescurcetul Host 


TuE eighty-ninth convention of the Texas Synod was 
scheduled for St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church, Wee- 


Texas, May 3-6. Contrary to usual Texas 
weather conditions, rain has been pouring down on tra- 
ditionally dry Texas for several months. Just before the 
convention, and once during the period of its sessions, 
a rainstorm of cloudburst proportions again assailed the 
flooded countryside and sent rivers overflowing their 
banks. But the convention was not held in Weesatche 
because of muddy church grounds, and from two o’clock 
Saturday morning until noon of that day arrangements 
were made to bring the entire program over to Cuero. 
This included the Social Missions Institute under the 
direction of Dr. C. Franklin Koch, executive secretary 


of the Board of Social Missions, who opened the eyes of ' 


many to conditions in which they were living. He stirred 
us to dissatisfaction with our present spiritual blindness 
within the church and to the world around us. He 
pointed out the fact that the church is not having the 
influence upon the world that it should. His was a call 
for our church, pastors and lay people, to start using 
the powers of Christianity about which we like to talk 
. but seldom act upon. 


Hasty Yet Tasty 
_ One of the many fine efforts by the Cuero pastor, the 
Rey. A. A. Hahn, and his congregation was the rapid 
planning of the Brotherhood Banquet, which took place 
at 7.00 P. M. More than 100 men sat down to a dinner 
of barbecued chicken and many trimmings prepared by 
a local restaurant. Dr. C. C. Albers, president of the 
synodical Brotherhood, presided. 

The Brotherhood continued its program the next 
morning, Sunday, May 4, with a largely attended ser- 


By James F. Vorkoper 


(Above) 
The Rev. W. C. Wolfsdorff 


of Shiner, Texas, Senior 
Member of the Texas Synod, 
whose birthday was May 5 


(At left) 


The Texas Synod in front of 
St. Mark's Church, Cuero 


vice, at which Dr. H. Brent Schaeffer of Jackson, Miss., 
president of the synod of that state and representative 
of the executive board of the United Lutheran Church 
in America at the convention, preached an inspiring ser- 
mon on “The Four Walls’—Love, Tolerance, Faith, 
Hope. 

In the afternoon the inspirational part of the program 
took place and the election of officers of the Brother- 
hood. This resulted as follows: T. T. Teel, Dallas, pres- 
ident; Marvin Junker, Cuero, vice-president; B. G. 
Kuhn, Houston, treasurer; Herbert Boehl, Cuero, sec- 
retary; George Hofmann, Victoria, member of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee. 

Synod opened its program with a Communion Service 
at which President Paul Bechter of Yoakum preached, 
and Secretary William J. Hoebel of Dallas officiated at 
the altar. 


Dr. H. Brent Schaeffer, U. L. C. A. Representative 


Monday morning the business sessions of the synod 
opened. Dr. Schaeffer presented the causes of the United 
Lutheran Church in America in a forceful and interest- 
ing manner, pointing out some of the matters which 
were handed down to the synods for discussion from the 
Omaha Convention. 

Other visitors at the sessions were M. A. Ritzen, D.D., 
superintendent of Tabitha Home, Lincoln, Nebr.; the 
Rev. Dr. H. A. Rinard, chaplain at Randolph Field, 
Texas; Fred C. Wiegman, D.D., president of Midland 
College, Fremont, Nebr.; E. A. Tappert, D.D., secretary 
of Linguistic Interests of the Board of American Mis- 
sions, a friend of the Texas Synod; and the Rev. C. G. 
Hankammer and the Rev. Otto R. Schewe of the Amer- 
ican Lutheran Church. (Continued on page 28) 
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New Church, New Pastor 


First Church, Los Angeles, Dr. F: J. Weertz Pastor, eye es Synod of California 


New Congregations encouraged 


Tue widely publicized sunshine of Southern California 
played a leading role in the jubilation program of the 
California Synod which was held in Los Angeles May 
8 to 12. Huffed over something, the temperature turned 
up its nose at us and proceeded to sizzle. With the 
record approaching a new high, the delegates sought 
comfort within the spacious accommodations of the 
beautiful new First Church at West Sixth Street and 
Shatto Place. Once within the radiant atmosphere of 
the pastor and his busy wife, all discomforts rapidly 
faded. Although Dr. and Mrs. F. J. Weertz have been 
in charge of this flourishing congregation but six months, 
they are thoroughly acclimated and happy. One hun- 
dred forty new members have been received into fel- 
lowship within that time, notwithstanding the fact that 
Dr. Weertz has spent several weeks of that time in the 
hospital. The church is very attractive from the street 
and quite beautiful within. The nave will seat over 700, 
and the accommodations for educational and social pur- 
poses are complete and many. The whole structure cost 
about $100,000. 


The Communion Service 

Thursday morning opened the convention, in which 
the delegates to the Women’s Missionary Convention 
joined. The secretary of synod, the Rev. Clarence F. 
Crouser, was liturgist. The president, the Rev. W. H. 
Derr, preached a very helpful sermon on the heritage 
of other men’s labors. Free from the customary sta- 
tistics, the sermon was a vivid picture of years gone and 
of golden opportunities now. The Conference presidents, 
the Rev. Orval Awerkamp and H. I. Kohler,D.D., as- 
sisted in the administration of the Sacrament. 

From the president’s report we learned of progress 
being made within the various congregations where an- 
niversaries were held, buildings were erected and in- 
debtedness reduced. The records showed a busy man 
engaged in the activities of the synod. 


Two New Congregations in Los Angeles 
were received into the synod—the one at Morningside, 
a rapidly growing area of Los Angeles, organized March 
6 with a charter membership of 92. To this promising 
organization has been given the significant name, “Holy 
Trinity.” The Board of American Missions has already 
purchased suitable lots upon which a chapel will soon 
be erected. The missionary in charge of this important 
work is the Rev. Franklin Smith. The other congrega- 
tion is the Village Church of Westwood, another rapidly 
developing district of Los Angeles. This organization 
has been under the ministry of A. J. Soldan, D.D., from 
the very beginning, and has been developed without any 
financial help*from the church at large. Although less 
than three years old, there are more than 100 active 
members ready to go ahead in the erection of a suitable 
building. 

The restoration to the roll of the name of Dr. William 


By WiLiiaM E. Crouser, D.D. 


S. Dysinger, pastor of the English Lutheran Church of 
Los Angeles on South Alvarado Street, was an occasion 
of great joy. 


A Home for Old Folks 

has been in the air for several years. Interest in this 
project has been quickened by the bequest of $2,500 
from the estate of the late Dr. Milton H. Stine, who for 
rmsany years was active in the synod. Synod now owns 
a tract of land at Sierra Madre that was secured for this 
purpose by the unceasing efforts of Dr. J. A. M. Ziegler. 
During the depression, when money was not very plenti- 
ful, the last of the indebtedness on this property, which 
amounted to more than $5,000, was paid off through a 
campaign conducted by Dr. J. E. Hoick, then president 
of.synod. This amount was secured and applied to the 
mortgage at an expense of less than one per cent. 

The regular and special sessions were enriched and 
made interesting by the presence of several illustrious 
visitors. President Paul H. Roth, of the Northwestern 
Seminary, conducted Bible studies twice daily, spoke 
at the anniversary banquet, and delivered the sermon at 
the mass meeting Sunday night. 

Dr. Henry J. Pflum, of the Board of American Mis- 
sions and pastor of Holy Trinity Church in Buffalo, 
N. Y., officially represented the U. L. C. A., and spoke 
at the worship service on Friday evening. 

Dr. Fred C. Wiegman, of Midland College, gave the 
address at the Youth Rally on Sunday afternoon, and 
spoke at the anniversary banquet Saturday evening. 


Dr. Knudsen Welcomed 

Dr. Arthur M. Knudsen of Chicago officially repre- 
sented the Board of American Missions. The visitation 
of such men is always a source of great pleasure and 
inspiration to the groups that struggle on from day to 
day on the coast deprived of the fellowship of the lead- 
ers of the Church in the east. 

A period of a half hour twice a day was set apart for 
worship, and the chaplain, the Rev. Harry Allen of 
Phoenix, Ariz., led the convention in a study of “The 
Church.” 

On Friday evening a Brotherhood Dinner was served 
at which nearly 200 men were present. Dr. C. B. Witter 
presided. ° 

For the past fifteen years it has been the good fortune 
of the synod to place a definite Summer Camp program 
before the youth /of our churches, in the mountains of 
the South. Last summer there were 38 boys in St. 
David’s Camp, which has been under the direction of 
the Rev. D. Edward Wright for several years. The synod 
has now a permanent financial interest in this camp. 

At the present time synod is aiding in the support of 
two young men preparing for the ministry. Paul H. 
Wolpert is a student in the Lutheran Theological Sem- 
inary in Philadelphia, and Alvin Alsop is a student in 
Midland College. (Continued on page 29) 
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President Armin G. Weng Addressing the 
Illinois Synod Convention 


THE Illinois Synod, having reached its majority, met 
in Unity Church, Chicago, the church in which the old 
General Synod met for the last regular session prior to 
the organization of the United Lutheran Church. It was 
kere that Dr. David A. Davy labored so faithfully and 
with eminent success. The Rev. Millard H. Stiles is the 
present young pastor and he, too, is doing good work. 

Synod opened Monday evening, May 12. Pastors and 
delegates seemed to be impelled by an urge, a definite 
objective; and what could that be but the merger of 
Chicago Seminary and Hamma Divinity School? The 
air was full of mystery and interest. 


But first let us tell you about the synod. Five of the ' 


nine graduates of the present class of the Chicago Sem- 


_Inary were ordained and also one who came from Con- 


cordia Seminary. (These were reported last week.) 


Shifting Clergy Ranks 

A layman expressed surprise at the shifting popula- 
tion in the clerical ranks. The president reported twenty- 
nine registrations and twenty-eight calls accepted. There 
were twenty-one installations and seven applications for 
membership in the synod. Three of the familiar faces 
will be seen no more: the Rev. C. S. Powell of Jones- 
boro, Ill., and his brother, L. J. Powell, D.D., of Wash- 
ington, Ill., and T. B. Uber, D.D., of Reen Memorial, St. 
Louis, who were translated during the year. Some 
prominent laymen also entered into life: A. F. Mueller 
of Glen Ellyn, John P. Springer of Springfield, Il., and 
Otto Volkman of Unity Church, Chicago. Miss Margaret 
Louise Valbracht, daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Valbracht, 
is also sorely mourned. 
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In Unity Church, Chicago 


Synod of Illinois Approves Combining Hamma 


and Chicago Seminaries 


Startling Statistics about Static Congregations 


By J. ALLEN Lgas, D.D. 


Statistical Secretary E. F. Konering has a way of tell- 
ing things about the congregations that are not always 
cheering. He cannot understand how it is that twenty- 
one congregations show the same communing member- 
ship figures as in the previous year; nor is he pleased 
that forty-three congregations showed losses in com- 
muning membership. Altogether there is a three per 
cent gain in baptized, confirmed, and communing mem- 
bership. The parochial table shows marked gains in un- 
apportioned and apportioned benevolences. Congrega- 
tional expenses have fallen off $34,000. 


The Question of Merger 

President Armin G. Weng, believing that we are facing 
great problems, spoke earnestly on “Christianity for 
Today.” He chose as his text Ezekiel 34: 12, “As a shep- 
herd seeketh his flock in the day that he is among his 
sheep that are scattered; so will I seek out my sheep, 
and will deliver them out of all places where they have 
been scattered .. .” Much will depend upon the faith- 
fulness of the pastors the world over in the gathering 
of the sheep scattered by the misfortunes of war. 

The Committee on Merger had labored long and hard. 
They arrived at facts that never had been crystallized. 
They went into genealogies, successes, failures, finances, 
and prospects; and handed out a lump sum of informa- 
tion that may have been surprising to the casual ob- 
server. Pastor Lyman H. Grimes read the report of the 
Merger Committee, and the Rev. Carl D. Kammeyer 
presented a series of resolutions which were unan- 
imously adopted by the convention, thereby giving ap- 
proval of the Illinois Synod and the Chicago Seminary 
to the combination proposed. On motion of Dr. L. F. 
Gruber, president of the Chicago Seminary, President 
Weng was instructed to wire the result of the vote to 
the Indiana Synod, also engaged in the consideration 
of this merger. 


New Members of Synod 

The following pastors were admitted to membership 
in the synod: the Rev. C. P. Tranberg, Harvel, Ill.; the 
Rev. K. Bruno Neumann, Grace Church, Peoria; the 
Rev. Floyd R. Bacon, Meredosia, IIl.; the Rev. George 
Aigner; the Rev. Royal E. Lesher, St. Mark’s, Chicago; 
the Rev. Victor I. Gruhn, assistant, North Austin, Chi- 
cago; the Rev. C. P. Karriker, Manlius, Ill. 

Devotions were conducted by Pastors Charles Land- 
were, George J. Curran, Newell Mendenhall, Victor 
Gruhn, and George Aigner. Representatives from the 
church at large were: Dr. Gould Wickey, the Rev. H. 
Reed Shepfer, and Dr. Earl S. Rudisill. The Rev. Fred 
A. Millhouse of Rockford, Ill., preached the ordination 
sermon. (Continued on page 28) 
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Eee ane Sinprove 


Two Great, Inclusive Objectives 
Proposed to the Congregations 
of the Church 


For the next two or three years the two words 
Increase and Improve are to be kept continuously be- 
fore the congregations of our Church. They are simple 
words, but they present a comprehensive call. They 
challenge every congregation in the Church to increase 
and improve their teaching work. 


INCREASE 

The first call is to increase: To increase enrollment— 
seek new pupils for all church schools and new mem- 
bers for all educational groups in the congregation; to 
increase time—provide additional and longer lesson and 
cther study periods where possible and advisable; to 
increase home co-operation—encourage closer co-opera- 
tion between the congregation and the home; and to 
increase personal participation—get all children, young 
people, and adults in the congregation to take more 
active personal part in all study, worship, fellowship, 
and service activities of the congregation. 

During Parish Education Month of this year every 
congregation i§ asked to increase its educational activ- 
ities. Increase enrollment, increase time, increase home 
co-operation, and 
increase personal 
participation. 
Each _ congrega- 
tion will know 
best where it 
needs to increase, 
but these four 
areas for increase 
are suggested. 
Each _ congrega- 


tion is asked to os : 

select its own 40, O00 OOO 
areas and lay its BOYS AND GIRLS IN THE U § 3 
plans. 20,000,000 
IMPROVE CRIME COSTS $33.08 


TO EVANGELIZE AMERICA PEA 
GENERATION Of BOY 
LET'S BEGIN IN CUR OWN 


The second call 
is to improve: To 
improve attend- 


THE LUTHERAN 


ance—improve the attendance at all sessions of the 
congregation and its groups (we cannot teach them until 
we reach them); to improve leadership—educate pres- 
ent and prospective leaders to take care of their respon- 
sibilities; to improve parent-child relationships—foster 
happier and more useful family living; to improve Chris- 
tian life—nurture and guide the Christian faith and the 
personal and social living of all who come under the 
guidance of the congregation. 

During Parish Education Month every congregation 
in the Church is asked to improve its educational activ- 
ities. Improve attendance, improve leadership, improve 
parent-child relationships, and improve the Christian 
life of its people. Here again each congregation will 
know best where it needs to improve, but these four 
areas of improvement are suggested. The congregation 
should make its choice and lay its plans to improve. 


HELPS 


Out of the office of the Parish and Church School 
Board, during the current week, there is going the call 
to every congregation in the Church to increase and 
improve. Along with this call there is going a packet 
of materials outlining the program for this year’s Parish 
Education Month. A packet is going to every pastor, 
parish worker, Sunday school superintendent, and Chil- 
dren of the Church secretary in the Church. Additional 
packets will be furnished to leaders on request. The 
general folder of suggestions and plans outlines projects 
which the congregation may carry out. They include 
suggestions on community surveys to reach the un- 
reached, every-member visitations to secure new mem- 
bers, education through visitation, charts for attend- 
ance, records and reports, time schedules, catechetical 
work, workers’ conferences, workers’ libraries, leader- 
ship classes and schools, classes on the Christian home, 
parent-leader meetings, book lists, methods of teaching, 
worship plans, stewardship methods and practices, and 
service projects. 

Seven workers’ leaflets are enclosed in the packet. 
These leaflets should be studied carefully. In addition 
there are four small folders prepared for general dis- 
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tribution. They will assist in realizing the objectives. 
These folders may be secured from the United Lutheran 


_ Publication House in any quantities desired at 45 cents 


a hundred. They are of the same style, quality, and per- 
sonal appeal which have characterized these small fold- 
ers in the past. 

The Recognition Card to be distributed to workers 
when they are inducted into office is this year in the 
form of a calendar. It impresses upon the worker his 
privilege and responsibility to study the Scripture to 
show himself approved to God, a workman that needeth 
not to be ashamed. 

In place of the poster which has been furnished in 
former years, this year the last part of August an at- 
tractive attendance chart will be mailed to each pastor 
in the Church (one chart for each congregation). This 
chart should be hung as a poster during September. 
Beginning with October a record should be made of 
attendance in all group meetings according to the in- 
structions on the chart. 

Increase and improve parish education. This increase 
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and improvement should be made in the home, the 
church, and the community. All three of these have 
educational responsibilities. The Christian educational 
work of each should be increased and improved. As 
never before the world is realizing this. During Sep- 
tember every congregation should call upon the home 
to increase and improve the fulfillment of its teaching 
responsibilities; should increase and improve its own 
teaching activities; and should lead the community into 
the same progress. 


THE UNITED CHRISTIAN EDUCATION ADVANCE 

Beginning in the fall of this year the International 
Council of Religious Education is fostering a movement 
to get all denominations to emphasize and strengthen 
their educational activities. Throughout the United 
States and Canada this movement will begin to gather 
force and will continue throughout the next four or five 
years. Our Church, the teaching church of Protestant- 
ism, must be in the foreground in this teaching work. 
Increase and improve. 


Final Indiana Synod Decisions 
Seminary Merger’s Approval, Governor’s Address, Chaplains’ 


Messages Conclude Convention 


By additional news received from Staff Correspondent G. E. Mullendore 


In RECORD time the convention voted unanimously to 
adopt the report of the sub-committee of the Intersyn- 
odical Seminary Merger Committee favoring the merger 
of Hamma Divinity School and Chicago Lutheran Sem- 
inary, to be a department of Wittenberg College, Spring- 
field, Ohio, located at Chicago, Illinois. 

The convention was highly favored in having the Hon. 
Henry F. Schricker, Governor of Indiana, appear at the 
Wednesday morning session to bring greetings and de- 
liver a brief address. The Governor is an active member 
of the Missouri Lutheran Church. From the time of his 
confirmation until he was 21 years of age he served 
as organist in his congregation at North Judson, Ind. 


He declared to the convention that “never in the his-, 


tory of the world were spiritual values more important 


‘than today. We have the inalienable rights and institu- 


tions we love only because of the spiritual strength of 


our people. The real strength and security of govern- 
ment lies not in the Governor, not in the legislature nor 
in the police force, but in the character of the people. 
The government must look to the agencies of Chris- 
tendom for the conservation of our youth and the moral 
character of our people.” 

Other prominent persons who took part in the con- 
vention were: Dr. C. Franklin Koch, executive secre- 
tary of the Board of Social Missions of the United Lu- 
theran Church; Dr. Rees Edgar Tulloss, president of 
Wittenberg College; Dr. E. E. Flack, dean of Hamma 
Divinity School; Dr. L. H. Larimer of Hamma Divinity 
School; and Dr. H. Grady Davis of Chicago Lutheran 
Seminary. 4 

The “Church Ministering to Men in Service” was pre- 
sented effectively by messages of these men who are 
engaged in active chaplain service: Chaplains L. H. 


Wyandt of Camp Shelby, Miss., Paul Schrope of Bow- 
man Field, Louisville, Ky., and William P. Cline of Fort 
Benjamin Harrison, Indianapolis, Ind. 


Secretary G. C. Goering, President H. E. Turney, D.D., and 
Dr. W. H. Greever, Secretary of the United Lutheran Church 


One of the busiest groups of men in the convention 
was the Publicity Committee, which did an excellent 
piece of work. 

H. E. Turney, D.D., continues in office as president of 
the synod. The elections resulted as follows: Vice-pres- 
ident, A. H. Keck, D.D., Richmond; secretary, G. C. 
Goering, LLegansport; treasurer, John F. Holladay, 
Richmond. 

Characterized by a spirit of unity and co-operation 
this convention was outstanding in Indiana’s history. 
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Among Ourselves -:- 


Bliss of Solitude 


Ons of the hardest things to get these days is solitude. 
Life for most of us is just not arranged for it. We are 
very much in the world, and most of us are too much of 
the world to be able to escape. 

Socialism is still a hated word in many quarters. To 
many it still speaks of Marx and Trotsky, if not of Stalin. 
Most people, however, have learned to speak with ap- 
proval of “social legislation.” To be “socially minded” 
no longer means aspiring to the local four hundred. We 
have become conscious of our fellow citizens as brothers 
in society. Our schools have come to recognize the need 
to train pupils for “social living.” 

There was a time when a man could travel for days 
through the forests of our country without seeing a soul. 
Meeting another person was an important event. The 
stranger was regarded first with suspicion. If he proved 
friendly and trustworthy, suspicion turned to delight. 
Chance encounters often led to lifelong friendships. 

Such situations may exist in what we call the remote 
sections of the country. That phrase in itself tells some- 
thing of our modern social consciousness, for by remote 
sections we mean, not sections that are removed from 
us by distance, but sparsely settled sections. The urban 
centers of United, States and Canada have been united 
by radio, railroad, and plane, and still more by the rec- 
ognition that they all have a close similarity. 

Our days are filled with people and still more people, 
from morning to night. The schoolteacher, the mechanic, 
the business executive, the railroad man, the doctor, the 
lawyer, the merchant—each one gets up, eats breakfast, 
and hurries off to work for someone, or on someone, or 
with someone. The housewife has more time to be alone 
than most people, yet the doorbell and the telephone are 
continually challenging her right to solitude. She hur- 
ries through her work, fussing because with all our 
time-saving devices there is no short cut for making beds 
and dusting. At last these things are done and she is off 
to keep some sort of social engagement. Love of pleasure 
or sense of duty, whatever her motive, she is soon in the 
midst of a group of people. Let her tell someone she 
would rather be alone and she is labeled “queer” and 
left strictly to herself. Either she grows really queer or 
comes back, humbly, to the habits of the clan. 

Of course, the person who wants to be alone is different 
from the rest. Very few people enjoy solitude. Even 
their religion is a very socialized affair. They worship 
best when the church is crowded. The sermon which 
moves them most is one that stresses their relation to 
their fellow man. They know the value of making vis- 
itors “feel at home” in a strange church. 

For these gregarious beings there are ways to avoid 
being alone in mind, even when human companionship 
is physically lacking. It is possible to keep up such a 
stir with radio programs, newspapers, and magazines 
that there is not the slightest sense of solitude. We can, 
if we so desire, live alone twenty-four hours a day and 
not even speak to ourselves. 

But what a lot we miss! Whatever is worth reading 
is worth thinking over. Whatever is worth listening to 
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is worth a second consideration. The beautiful sights 
which are all about us, or which we have traveled far to 
see, are worth recalling when we are alone. Many of us 
are in danger of losing, through disuse, “that inward 
eye which is the bliss of solitude.” 

But how shall we find the opportunity to exercise it, 
if we are never alone. We may decide that we will at 
least observe a morning “quiet hour” of fifteen minutes. 
But how many times are we unavoidably interrupted? 
We may select some other portion of the day for medita- 
tion, only to have someone break in with a well-meant 
suggestion, “if you aren’t doing anything.” Few of our 
family or friends can understand that we are busy being 
still. 

There seems to be only one place to escape. Many of 
our churches are being left open to receive refugees from 
the noisy werld of every day. There in the quiet are 
silent echoes of past services, but they do not intrude. 
We can be alone to stretch out our hands to the source 
ot our best thoughts. We can see with clear inward eyes 
the eternal unity of past and present and things to come. 
In the twentieth century, as in centuries long gone, the 
altar is our hiding place. 


A Difficult Choice 


A MOTHER stood waiting for a bus. Beside her stood 
her two-year-old son. They stared eagerly up the street, 
looking for signs of the approaching vehicle. 

A sedan drew up to the curb and a neighbor leaned 
out. “Hop in,” he invited. “I’ll be glad to take you 
home.” 

The mother accepted with pleasure. She stepped into 
the car and took her small son on her lap. Suddenly he 
realized what was going on. He stiffened. . 

“I don’t want to ride in this,” he wailed. “I want to 
go on the bus!” 

His mother quieted him as quickly as possible, but her 
face was crimson. The neighbor did not seem offended. 
She began to talk animatedly to cover the child’s rude- 
ness. She was relieved when they reached home with 
no further outbreak from the unwilling passenger. 

I suppose every mother has had similar experiences. 
Small children put truth before tact every time. If they 
ao not like a suggestion, they do not pretend they do. 
They want what they want, and they say so. We are not 
born with tact: it is an acquired virtue. 

Somewhere between babyhood and maturity, we learn 
io be tactful. We learn that the other fellow’s feelings 
are more important than expressing ourselves with abso- 
lute honesty. Sometimes we learn the lesson too well. 
The seminarian who taught me the Catechism was un- 
able to convince me that white lies were not demanded 
by the Christian interpretation of the commandments. 
With experience, I have come to see his point of view. 
I have also learned some polite evasions which make an 
absolute untruth unnecessary. 

It is hard to tell which is the less desirable companion, 
the person who always tells you what you want to hear 
or the person who never does. 


; 
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_ Minister's Wife .... Guided by the Stars 


i 
! 
‘i 


The Lathrops Look Into the Future 


Wuen I had finished the breakfast dishes, I took the 
morning paper to the bow window in the living room. 
The headlines were depressing and the columnists were 
worse. It was a relief to come to the women’s pages and 
find things there as usual. 

There was some advice about grooming the feet so 
they would be beautiful ornaments to wear to bathing 
beaches. An article about what to do for baby’s hic- 
coughs did not interest me since my children are well 
past the stage where I need to worry about their dia- 
phragmatic irregularities. The next columns described 
several interesting sandwiches to tempt hot weather ap- 
petites. I made a mental note to try some of them soon. 
My family are cordially responsive to culinary experi- 
ments, thanks be. 

I hadn’t time for the crossword puzzle or the limerick, 
but I glanced half guiltily at my horoscope for the day. 
I don’t put any stock in what it says, yet I often find 
myself looking at it. 

What I read this time was so ridiculous that I laughed 


~ aloud. And, of course, my husband picked that par- 


ticular moment to walk intothe room. 
“TI am glad you found something funny in that paper,” 
he remarked. “It looks like a pretty sober story to me.” 
“Oh, they still have a few silly things on the women’s 
pages,” I said, attempting to turn the page with a casual 


air. It didn’t quite come off. 


“All right,” Jerry laughed, “you don’t have to tell me 
what you were reading. It was probably advice on how 
to keep your husband. I won’t embarrass you by fur- 
ther questions.” 

“Tt was no such thing,” I declared indignantly, just as 
he intended me to, I suppose. “I was just reading in my 
horoscope that today is a particularly lucky day for me 
to take part in competitive outdoor games. Can’t you 
just see me playing baseball?” ; 

“What else did you expect to find?” he asked with 
disgust. “I thought you had stopped looking at those 
crazy things.” 

“Well, I don’t pay any attention to them, but I can’t 
seem to help reading them now and then,” I admitted. 


“The fact that there is a special message for different 


birth dates has an almost irresistible appeal. And I’m not 
the only one, either. Lots of people read them every 
day and really swear by them.” 

“But you, my dear, are supposed to be a woman of 
intelligence,” Jerry said, making me a mocking bow. 
“Why you should even look at such trash is beyond me. 
I can see the appeal it has for some people, who are not 
willing to admit it, but whose religion is either com- 
pletely lacking or of such a conventional nature that 
they feel a need to reach out to some supernatural force 
for guidance for the day—not that they would admit 
that that is what they are doing. They dodge explaining 
any basis for their expectations.” 

“Well,” I answered, “I hadn’t thought of it that way, 
but perhaps that is my trouble. I usually think of my- 
self as having a pretty steady, strong variety of religion. 


But ‘let him who thinketh he standeth take heed lest he 
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fall, you know. I do know there often are times when 
I would like a more definite answer to some of the prob- 
lems I have to solve.” 

“Don’t take me too seriously,” laughed Jerry. “I 
think the thing that lures you to read these astrology 
things is the same thing that makes most people unable 
to resist reading messages on postcards. It is simple, idle 
curiosity. The thing that gets under my skin about see- 
ing anyone read these things is that there are, as you 
say, people who swear by them.” 

“In other words, ‘If meat make my brother to sin, I 
will eat no meat.’ Something to that effect?” I asked. 

“Exactly,” my husband replied. “The fact that people 
will read things of this nature and take them seriously 
is one of the decided evils of our day—not a new evil, 
but a real one. The church has always had a battle with 
fortunetellers of one sort or another.” 

“But you just gave the reason for their popularity. 
People are pretty much bewildered about the future. It 
doesn’t look very pretty to me, and many people are 
scared more than they would admit. They are looking 
for something to guide them and make them feel they 
are on the right track.” 

“Quite true,” Jerry agreed, “but I maintain there are 
other things they could read that would quiet their fears 
and show them how to act much better than anything 
the astrologers can cook up.” 

“IT suppose you mean the Bible,” I said, “and, of 
course, you are right. But to so many people the lan- 
guage of the King James Version is a barrier. It makes 
the whole thing seem unreal and far away.” 

“Perhaps it does to people who have not had enough 
training in Bible study to make it familiar. But there 
are other translations which are somewhat less beau- 
tiful, yet quite correct and much simpler to understand.” 

“Fiven then the advice is pretty indefinite,” I said. 

“Of course it is,” he rejoined. “But it helps us to 
make up our minds as to the highest values in life. It 


gives us a measuring rod by which to judge the prob- 


lems that come up in everyday living. And it gives us 
the courage to stand by our decisions. What more could 
anyone want?” 

And to that I could sincerely say, “Not a thing.” 


Nora’s 


Nonsense 


Wuart folks say for publica- 
tion 

Is sometimes slightly dry. 

It’s “off the record” conver- 

sation \ 


Brings : twinkle to the NAUGHTY NORA 


eye 
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Sacre Sines 


Jesus also having been baptized, and praying, the 
heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended in 
bodily form, as a dove, upon him. Luke 3: 21, 22 


“Dove of the Lord, with brooding wings 
Creative o’er created things, 
Come build anew Thy peaceful nest 
Where sorrows vex the human breast.” 
—Arthur C. Coxe. 


It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not 
away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I 
go, I will send him unto you. John 16:7 


“Great Paraclete! to Thee we cry: 

O highest gift of God most high! 

O fount of life! O fire of love! 

And solemn unction from above!”—Charlemagne (?). 


And when the day of Pentecost was now come, they 
were all together in one place. AichSucceL 


“We meet with one accord 
In our appointed place, 
And wait the promise of our Lord, 
The Spirit of all grace.’-—James Montgomery. 


But ye shall receive power, when the Holy Spirit is 
come upon you. Acts 1:8 


“Plenteous of grace, descend from high, 

Rich in Thy seven-fold energy! 

Thou strength of His almighty hand, 

Whose power does heaven and earth commend.” 
—Charlemagne (?). 


And suddenly there came from heaven a sound as of 
the rushing of a mighty wind, and it filled all the house 
where they were sitting. Acts 2:2 


“No more we wait the rushing wind 
That marked Thy viewless wing; 
Breathe softly o’er each willing mind 
As earliest breath of spring.”—John Leifchild. 


And there appeared unto them tongues parting 
asunder, like as of fire; and it sat upon each of them. 
Acts 2:3 
“Come, Holy Spirit from above, 
With Thy celestial fire; 
Come, and with flames of zeal and love 
Our hearts and tongues inspire.”—Thomas Cotterill. 


And they were filled with the Holy Spirit, and began 
to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them 
utterance. Acts 2:4 


“Proceeding Spirit, our defence 
Who dost the gift of tongues dispense, 
And crowns’t Thy gift with eloquence.”—-Charlemagne (?). 
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Wheels run factories and carry traffic, but wings lift 
above earth’s toil and commerce into freer atmosphere. 
On the wings of a dove were borne through the rainbow 
green promises to Noah. From heaven descended God’s 
own Dove, with messages of love. The Holy Spirit 
breathes peace upon every child of God, Who opens the 
heavens and assures us, “This is my beloved Son.” 


The poor fellow on trial is unable to plead his own 
cause. But he has an advocate, a lawyer, who stands 
before the judge and jury pleading in his behalf. Jesus 
tells us poor sinners that we have an Advocate—a 
“Paraclete’—Who stands in our stead before God and 
pleads for us. He is our “Comforter,” because we know 
He will see us through safely, calming our fears. 


“In union there is strength.” What mighty power 
could be exerted throughout the earth if all Christians 
were “in one place,” God’s house, each Lord’s Day, pray- 
ing and planning to win the world for Christ. “There 
are more things wrought by prayer than this world 
dreams of.” The Holy Spirit came in mighty power at 
Pentecost when the disciples met “in dead earnest,” 
intent upon knowing Christ’s mind and doing His will. 


With mighty impact the high-powered engine drives 
the automobile, train, or plane at terrific speed and tre- 
mendous force. But back of the engine is the hidden 
energy in the gasoline, steam, or electricity; and back of 
these the skill of the hand and the mind of the man. 


Yet, beyond all these are the wisdom and power of the 
Creator. 


The rushing wind of the tornado destroys all things in 
its path. The grace-winds of the Spirit may sound some- 
times, in special dispensations, “as the rushing of a 
mighty wind,” but they in reality breathe as gentle 
zephyrs with heavenly benedictions into spirits atune 
to Pentecostal peace. The supremest power is spiritual, 
borne in from higher planes by the Holy Spirit. 


Tongues of lightning flash death darts. Not so the 
tongues of spiritual fire that lighted upon the disciples 
at Pentecost. A strange power, not of death but life, 
flashed down upon them. The magnetic force of the Per- 
sonality of God the Spirit possesses all who are in spir- 


itual affinity with Him and are fit conductors of His love 
and grace. 


St. Paul writes at length on speaking in unknown 
tongues (I Cor. 14: 2-33), advising that such is not “unto 
edification”; but when the disciples spoke “with other 
tongues” at Pentecost it was for the special purpose of 
preaching the “good news” to the various nationalities 
represented then at Jerusalem. The spokesman, Peter, 
explained that they were not filled with spirituous 
liquors as some supposed but with the Holy Spirit. 
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Pentecost 


Pentecost is a red letter day in God’s calendar for 
man. To the Jews, it was the Feast of Weeks, or of In- 
gathering, held, as the name signifies, “fifty” days after 
the Passover. It was in celebration of the gathering in 
of the first fruits of the early harvest. To Christians, it 
is the festival in celebration of the Ingathering of the 
“first fruits” of the Spirit in the New Dispensation. In 
the Christian’s “church year,” Pentecost is fifty days 
after Christ’s “Passover,” when the spiritual Israel is 
assured of salvation by “the blood of the Lamb.” 

As the “year of jubilee” among the Israelites was the 
fiftieth year, following the seven times seven of years 
preceding, so the day of jubilee of the Church, its birth- 
day anniversary, is the fiftieth day after the Feast of 
Redemption, following the seven times seven of days in 
anticipation. The redeeming work of Jesus Christ would 
be incomplete without the sanctifying work of the Holy 
Ghost. Pentecost is the grand climax of the “feast of 
weeks,” celebrating the progressive work of atonement 
in the crucifixion, resurrection, manifestations, and 
ascension of our Lord. 

“Whitsunday” has come to be a more popular desig- 
nation of Pentecost. ‘White-Sunday,” ’tis said, took its 
name from the white robes of the many baptized or con- 
firmed on this birthday of the church. Even this more 
modern name for the day has little significance in the 
increasing number of congregations which have sub- 
stituted Easter, then Palm Sunday, as the time for con- 
firmation. Have not such churches lost much of his- 
torical appreciation and sentimental value in forsaking 
the ancient custom? Have they not likewise overlooked 
the practical importance of “celebrating” this “high 
day” annually as a spiritual climax preceding the sum- 
mer lull? In the proper observance of Whitsunday, in- 
cluding a special emphasis on membership ingathering, 
lies, perhaps, the answer as to how to offset the tendency 
towards a “let down” in church interest and attendance 
after Easter. 


Pentecostal Power 


SOMETHING happened at Pentecost which no rationaliz- 
ing can explain away. Weak, doubting, fearful, illiterate, 
common workmen were transformed into strong, con- 
fident, fearless, intelligent leaders of men. They in- 
augurated that day-a movement the like of which history 
has never known. They went forth courageously into 
the very center of opposition to their Leader, and in 
defiance of the fanatical will of ecclesiastical bigotry and 
public prejudice, to proclaim the resurrection of the One 
Who had been crucified. With eloquence and power they 
preached a new doctrine that was to transform the 
world. 

In the strength and wisdom of those humble men it 
was impossible. A power not their own must be pred- 
icated. The explanation is unmistakably in the fulfill- 
ment of the promise, “Ye shall receive power when the 
Holy Spirit is come upon you.” There was the “sound 
as of the rushing of a mighty wind” and the appearance 
of “tongues parting asunder like as of fire” that “sat 
upon each one of” the disciples in that pentecostal gath- 
ering; but these strange demonstrations were but sym- 
bols and expressions of a hidden force that moved 
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mightily that day. Pentecostal power resides in and 
proceeds from Deity only. The third Person of the 
Triune God, the Holy Spirit, invisible yet almighty, 
manifested His own pervasive presence and in-breathed 
His spiritual power. 


Pentecostal Pre-requisites 


THE baptism of the Holy Spirit, His outpouring upon 
and infilling of our spirits, is conditioned upon: 

1. Congregational worship and study of God’s 
W ord. It was while attending the feast of Pentecost and 
engaged in devout study and meditation that the Holy 
Spirit came to the disciples. 

2. Faith in the promises. The Master had bidden 
the disciples to “wait” at Jerusalem for the fulfillment 
of “the promise of the Father.” Just what that promise 
included, or how and when it would be fulfilled, they 
knew not; but in faith and obedience they awaited God’s 
own time. When hanging in danger and fear over the 
precipice in life’s climbing, one must grasp the strong 
rope of the promises let down by the Guide and argue 
not as to whether the woven threads will hold. 

3. Unity of spirit. “They were all together’—or, as 
the old version puts it, “with one accord’”—“in one 
place.” Unity, Christian fellowship, and love, are pre- 
requisites to inheriting the promises. Turn over the 
coin of your spiritual possession: “In God we trust” has 
its other-side correlate, “E pluribus unum,” “one out of 
many.” Trust in, and love to God will get one nowhere 
in the spiritual life without a proper correlation in love 
to one’s fellowman. Especially is the Christian exhorted 
to “Love the brotherhood” (I Peter 2: 17), in the “con- 
gregation of saints.” 

4. Continuance in prayer. “Pray without ceasing’ — 
that is, in a continual attitude of prayer and trustful 
expectancy. If the person in the parable got three loaves 
of bread at midnight “because of his importunity,” “how 
much more,” said Jesus, “shall your heavenly Father 
give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?” (Luke 11: 
8, 13). But pentecostal prayer must be surcharged with 
the dynamic of spiritual desire. 


“THou fiery glow of love! 
Let us Thy ardors prove, 

Consume our hearts with quenchless fire! 
Come, O Thou trackless wind! 
Breathe gently o’er our mind! 

Nor let the flesh to rule aspire; 

Help us our free-born right to take, 
The heavy yoke of sin to break, 
And all her tempting paths forsake. 


“Be it Thine to stir our will; 
Our great intents fulfil; 
Be with us when we go and come; 
Deep in our spirits dwell, 
And make their inmost cell 
Thy temple pure, Thy holy home! 
Teach us to know our Lord, that we 
May call His Father ours through Thee, 
Thou pledge of glories yet to be!” 
—Benjamin Schmolk. 


The suggestions in the four columns of these two facing 
pages are presented for study and meditation by J. William 
McCauley, D.D., Salem, Virginia. 
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We have two children, a boy of five years and a girl 
of four. They have played together a great deal, and 
get along very well. The boy has been interested in 
taking care of his sister and protecting her. But, now 
we are sending them to Sunday school and the teachers 
insist on separating them into different classes. The 
little girl wants to be with her brother. She cries for 
him and refuses to pay attention to the teacher or the 
other children. I do not know how to meet this prob- 
lem. Can you suggest a solution? 


Ir 1s very fine that the two children are so devoted to 
each other. But this problem occurs rather frequently. 
It appears that in the happy home conditions the little 
girl has become too dependent on her brother and per- 
haps he has grown too protective. Some developments 
which seem very fine in the home create difficulties on 
the outside. This is one of them. Hard as it may be for 
the girl, the teachers are right. It will be better for them 
to be separated and learn to adapt themselves to other 
children. Each one needs a chance to be himself or her- 
self, The experience of having to face another part of 
the.world, to be with others, to be away from accus- 
tomed caretakers, and to go it alone is valuable for chil- 
dren, as it is in a wider realm for older boys and girls, 
as well as for grown-ups. It is very likely that in a short 
time both children will accept the new conditions, ex- 
periences and companions, and become stronger and 
better for it, We must be careful lest our sympathies 
become a hindrance to children. 


My husband and I have never had any fear of thun- 
der and lightning, and we have endeavored to keep our 
two children free from such fears. Neither of the chil- 
dren has ever shown any such fear, as far as I can 
remember. We have spoken of it as of any other 
natural occurrence, and have gone about our work. 
But a short time ago my aunt came and stayed with us 
for three weeks. During that time there were several 
thunder storms with rather severe lightning and thun- 
der. She was frightened, and expressed her fear in the 
presence of our daughter who is five. Now the aunt 
has gone home, but we find that Ruth has become ex- 
tremely fearful of thunder and lightning. It seems that 
the results of our example and guidance has been com- 
pletely undone. What can we do to restore the child’s 
earlier attitude? 


Fear of a loud sound is a fear which children have 
very early. It is regarded by psychologists as an inher- 
ited fear. But it is not difficult to educate children away 
from it. The fact that you and your husband are not 
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afraid and virtually ignore lightning and thunder proved 
the influence to turn your children away from a natural 
tendency. It is illustrative of the powerful influence of 
home atmosphere. But the experience of Ruth with 
your aunt indicates how readily children “catch” the 
attitudes of adults when brought into intimate relation- 
ship with them. It is easy for a child to fall back into 
such a natural fear. A few experiences were sufficient. 

Having fallen into an unfortunate fear, Ruth will have 
to regain her former courage by the same method that 
it was gained earlier. In a calm moment explain to the 
girl that Aunt Anna’s fear is uncalled for, that many 
children and grown-ups are not afraid, and that it is best 
to pay no attention to thunder and lightning. Go about 
in your regular way, ignoring the flashes of lightning 
and the crashes of thunder, and in time Ruth will regain 
her former composure. If you can do so, talk to your 
aunt about the matter also before she has an oppor- 
tunity to do further damage. On future occasions try 
to see that the two are not together when there is a 
storm. 


Our fifteen-year-old daughter wants to have a party 
of girls and boys of her own age. She is very eager that 
my husband and I remain away from the house while 
the party is in progress, lest the young people’s fun be 
hampered. Should we agree to her request? 


Boys and girls of that age can undoubtedly entertain 
themselves very well. Your daughter may have in mind 
only the desire to be hostess in the full sense. But it may 
indicate that she wants to have a wilder time than she 
knows you will approve, especially if she is “kep in” 
rather strictly. It must be remembered that an entire 
party is a rather heavy responsibility for a fifteen-year- 
old. She really needs adult assistance. I should arrange 
with her that her parents will be present when the 
young people arrive and greet them; that they will re- 
tire to another part of the house while the games and 
fun are in progress; that they will give some assistance 
in serving, probably in the kitchen; that they will say 
“good night” to the departing guests and invite them to 
come again. No couple or couples should remain after 
the others go home. While it is proper to give the young 
people plenty of chance to have good social times, and 
to have them come to the home, it is the duty of parents 
to see that social life is wholesome and helpful as well 
as enjoyable. Under no circumstances should parents 
vacate the house for a youthful party, nor should they 
sit in on the whole affair. I could tell you of some sad 
results of such unguided and unrestrained social oc- 
casions. 
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eACROSS THE “DESK 


HIS LABOR ENDED 


As was briefly announced in last week’s issue, Dr. D. 
Burt Smith, departmental editor of the page devoted to 
an exposition of the Scripture for senior lesson studies, 
ended his labor on May 15. Elsewhere in this issue our 
readers will find tributes of esteem that indicate the 
high personal regard and the appreciation of work well 
done which make Dr. Smith’s life both memorable and 
fruitful. We have chosen for ourselves to write about 
the service he gave his Lord and his Church through 
weekly contributions given to Sunday school members 


_ and others through a department in THE LUTHERAN. 


We cite, first of all, the fact that in the first issue of 
this journal as the official weekly in English of the U, L. 
C. A., his name appeared under the heading, Sunday 
School Lesson. The date was May 1, 1919. The Scrip- 


_ ture for the Sunday was Genesis 3: 1-24; Romans 1: 18- 


23, and James 1: 15. He wrote as his first sentence: “The 
big task of man is to fight against sin.” He cited three 
avenues of approach to the lesson’s significance: The 


_ Start of Sin, the Sting of Sin, and the Shame of Sin. A 
_ week later he described “‘The Grace of God” under three 


headings: it is Sufficient, Saving, and Satisfying. From 
May 1, 1919, until May 28, 1941, with only such inter- 
ruptions as were due to occasional periods of illness, the 
Church was the weekly beneficiary of an interpretation 
and application of a portion of God’s Word. Only the 
eye of Him Who discerns the thoughts and impulses of 
the human heart can know the results of more than a 
thousand teaching messages that were composed by him 
and circulated among tens of thousands of persons. 

We remember that the title most frequently and re- 
spectfully used to address Jesus was Rabbi—teacher. 
This place of respect is not peculiar to Christ and to His 
disciples. Everywhere human experience testifies to the 
value of instruction and, of course, to instructors. But 
to teach others the sublime, the unchanging, the inspir- 
ing, yes the saving Word of God, is to live fruitfully and 
to establish a continuance of influence. Our regard as 
editor of Tae Lutueran for this colleague of more than 
a score of years can be imagined even though we lack 
words to describe it. We would not have Dr. Smith re- 
called in order that he might contribute weekly to THE 
LutTHERAN: he has done his share, and his Lord now 
receives him into the abiding place in His presence. 


ONE SORT OF PREPAREDNESS 


A coop deal is being said and written these days about 
a new order. Perhaps in the United States it is more 
a political or economic phrase than it is ethical or social. 
But you would not find that opinion acceptable to a 
consistent “New Dealer.” We occasionally sit across the 
table from several apostles of change. They have very 
earnest convictions. 

As for the state of affairs abroad, no question is pos- 
sible. A trio of isms, which for a period of time were 
separable, seem now in process of merging. We are not 
reading references to Communism, Fascism, and Na- 
tional Socialism, but to’a “new social order” which 
Europe, by a coalition of Russia and the Axis powers, 
will sponsor and enforce. 

Both theory and experience indicate that the church 


has an interest in the present situation. We are foolish 
to dodge the issues that confront us. “The state,” that is, 
a group who make and enforce the laws of the nation, 
has driven religion to cover in Russia. Some say this is 
temporary, but in this year of grace 1941, if externals 
are the signs of the church, then the Soviet government 
has made public worship taboo in the area governed 
from Moscow. 

It is believed that Germany is less cowed by the pres- 
ent “powers that be,” but one evidence of subservience 
to the state is the almost complete censorship of news 
from within the Reich. That is an abnormal and in effect 
an anti-church situation, which deprives believers of fel- 
lowship with each other. If Lutherans in Germany can- 
not communicate with us nor we with them, an essen- 
tially unchristian power is in control. 

Maybe the rise and spread of isms such as the three 
above named are not so much the product of philos- 
ophies of men like Karl Marx as the upheavals in social 
relations that have resulted from the vast progress in 
material and social resources that the last fifty or 
seventy-five years have brought to civilized men and 
women. Interpreters of history tell us that the wealth 
acquired by Spain when her conquistadors captured the 
vast wealth of the Montezumans and Incas disturbed the 
social balance of that nation. Unearned and illy dis- 
tributed treasure destroyed the morale of the people and 
admitted corruption into all the strata of society whence 
wisdom and courage arose. Even religion traded its pre- 
cious privilege of popular communion with God for 
jeweled crucifixes and ornate cathedrals. 

But the Aztec-Inca treasure is a mere bagatelle when 
compared with the resources of material and mental 
activity into control of which we have come in recent 
decades. Energies named electrical or chemical or 
biological or cultural have been discovered and imple- 
mented until almost the poorest have that of which the 
pioneers of this western continent could not even dream, 
let alone actually possess and organize. Fancy trying to 
persuade Benjamin Franklin what the Bell Telephone 
Company, or United States Steel, or duPonts, or United 
Fruit, or Columbia University, or the City of Detroit, 
or the State University of Wisconsin is doing for mind 
and material in a Western world. 

If the balancing of social forces (we indicate their 
state of equilibrium or their lack of equilibrium by the 
term morale) was so affected by a few tons of gold ac- 
quired by intrepid explorers, what a strain the accre- 
tions of material and cultural wealth since 1865 can be 
expected to cause. 

It is said by some careful observers that wars are 
really results of the disturbance of social equilibrium, 
being in fact the last desperate effort of rival powers to 
produce a state of balance by forcing the one into sub- 
jection to the other. If this is true, the only way to out- 
law war is to develop a system of ethics under which 
the disturbance of society does not go to the point of an 
appeal to arms. In any such effort to supplant force 
with justice, religion will play a large part, and the 
church should know how to make the truths of God 
applicable to the situation. But it must think before it 
can act wisely. 
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World Missions Approved 


The Holy Spirit Chooses Church Leaders to Start World Missions 


DR. D. BURT SMITH’S Final Message 
Acts 12: 25—13: 12. The Sunday School Lesson for June 8 


WHEN persecution was rampant and 
the future for Christians seemed dark- 
est, zeal for missions intensified. It was 
a novelty to be a missionary. It was an 
adventure with no promise but hard- 
ship. Yet the Spirit planned to have the 
world reached with the Gospel. This 
was a far-reaching plan both in time 
and space. Now, after nineteen cen- 
turies, we know the time has not been 
long enough and the space reached not 
extensive enough. The untouched peo- 
ples of the world are many. The sound 
of human voices speaking the name of 
Christ has not penetrated to all peo- 
ples. Opportunities remain, plenty of 
them, for using persons and purses in 
telling the nations that the Lord is 
King. Men and money for missions may 
be a mastering message for Christians 
in each community, in each congrega- 
tion, in each individual’s home. 


Set Apart 

The Holy Spirit in world missions 
cannot start nor make progress with- 
out designating persons to be set apart 
for the work whereunto He calls them, 
the work of offering the Gospel to all 
the world’s people. The church is used 
by the Spirit as His voice to call and as 
His agency to commission, send out, 
supervise, and support those we know 
as “our missionaries.” 

Barnabas and Saul were tested men. 
They had proved worthy of special 
trust and were qualified for larger un- 
dertakings. They had no other am- 
bition than to be useful. No world- 
wide dream was theirs; the local work 
was sufficient for their interest and ac- 
tivity. Thus they were unintentionally 
drawing the attention of the Holy Spirit 
to them. He was measuring them in 
terms of the Christ-needing world. He 
found them equal to a new world task. 
He gave the church the plan and au- 
thority for setting these men apart for 
an undesignated work, which was the 
beginning of world missions. 

The Antioch Church was the Spirit’s 
willing agency in commissioing the first 
two foreign missionaries. The church 
might have said “No” to the Spirit be- 
cause these were useful men in 
Antioch. Both the church and these two 
men put aside desires and opinions and 
plans; they let the Spirit have His way; 
they trusted everything to Him. 


Sent Forth 


Though the Spirit sent them forth, it 
was probably Barnabas’ suggestion that 


they go to Cyprus, where he once had 
lived and where were persons he knew. 
Many Jews found Cyprus a profitable 
place, so there was a considerable col- 
ony of them there. True to their train- 
ing, custom, and conviction, the first 
missionaries thought of their work in 
terms of Jews. The Gospel for Jews 
was as far as they thought or planned 
at first. So the little company—two 
commissioned missionaries and John 
Mark, their helper—sailed across th 
sea to their island field. : 
They did not find this field very 
promising. The record tells of small 
returns; they preached but gained few 
converts. However, they were out to 
be loyal to their work. Discouragement 
was not to turn them back, and oppo- 
sition was more stimulating than 
hindering to them. A magician under- 
took to match works with the mission- 
aries, but he was exposed and made an 
object lesson of the folly of deliberately 
being “a child of the devil,’ no matter 
what standing and gain came from so 
doing. To interfere with the normal 
course of the Gospel is dangerous, as 
this magician discovered. As it turned 
out, the Spirit did well in sending Saul 
and Barnabas to start world missions. 


Spreading the Gospel 


An exceptional means of spreading 
the Gospel came out of the opposition 
of magician Elymas. Saul took him in 
hand and denounced him and laid on 
him the curse of temporary blindness. 
But this sudden calamity for the op- 


THINK OF THESE 


Bre aware that the Holy Spirit. uses 
only qualified persons in spreading the 
Gospel. 


To doubt the wisdom of, or be antag- 
onistic to, world missions is to oppose 
the Holy Spirit. 


World missions extend farther now 
than ever—our world is larger than the 
first missionaries dreamed. 


In any life the Gospel wins a ruling 
place if given a chance. 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
June 2 to 8 

Christ’s Commission, Matthew 28: 16-20. 

The Field Is the World. The Acts 1: 6-8. 

A Missionary Church. The Acts 12: 25—13: 3. 
. The Mission to Cyprus. The Acts 13: 4-12. 

A Prophet’s Commission. Isaiah 6: 1-8. 
Romans 15: 15-21, 
s Promise. Isaiah 42: 6-10. 
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ponent of the Gospel became the stim- 
ulus of faith to the government official 
who had been under his influence. The 
blind faith Sergius Paulus had in 
Elymas was supplanted by a seeing 
faith in the reality of the Christ of the 
missionaries. (The Antioch Church was 
beginning to gather dividends on its in- 
vestment in missions.) 

Spreading the Gospel was the pur- 
pose of the Spirit’s work through mis- 
sionaries. To have the existence of the 
kingdom of God realized by more and 
more persons was the high purpose of 
the Spirit. The means of entrance into 
the kingdom was Christ, and to have 
Christ known Christians must be sent 
out to tell the story of Jesus. Those 
who were sent were missionaries. This 
is a trite way of saying that having 
missionaries now is required by the 
Spirit, and is His one and only plan for 
spreading the Gospel. He is a mission- 
ary who makes known the Gospel, 
whether in*a faraway place or in his 
neighbor’s yard. Still the Holy Spirit 
is the supreme director of missions. 


A GREAT DAY 


Norte that the lesson on this page is 
for Trinity Sunday. That is a great day 
in the church for thoughtful Christians. 
It brings to our attention again the fact 
of the Trinity, that God is Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit—not three gods, to be 
sure. Mysterious as we must see it to 
be, God reveals Himself in so many 
attributes that we gather them together 
and try to simplify the matter by the 
doctrine of the Trinity. 

We cannot do away with any one of 
these names, or the meaning of any of 
them, and still have a satisfying God. 
We want God as Father, and as Son, 
and as Holy Spirit. We want Him not 
separated into parts or persons, so that 
when we think of Him as Father we 
cannot think of Him as being anything 
else. We do not want to feel that when 
we have “a little talk with Jesus” we 
are utterly separated from the Father 
and the Holy Spirit. We do not want 
to think that when the Spirit is teach- 
ing us we no longer have Jesus as 
teacher. 

We find that the hymns, prayers, and 
lessons for Trinity Sunday, and through 
the Trinity Season, provide something 
our lives need. There is a rounding out 
of Christian experience as we follow 
through this Trinity Season. All the 
Christian wants to know and needs to 
know is offered him. He has welcomed 
the advent of Christ and followed Him 
through the work of redemption to His 
ascension. He has waited for and re- 
ceived the Whitsunday blessings. With 
the Trinity Season he starts forth to 
receive and to use whatever else his 
Triune God has for him. 
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The Young ‘People 


By Amos JOHN TraAver, D.D., Frederick, Md. 


Highlights for 
Christian Living 
Baptism 
Acts 19: 1-5 


TuE series of topics for this month 
offers a good review of the truths 
learned during confirmation-class days. 
How easily we forget. The Parish and 
Church School Board now provides a 
series of textbooks for postconfirmation 
use. It is called The Christian Youth 
Series. Youth’s Faith in Action, by 
Russell Frank Auman, is one of the 
senior units, and was promoted for 
wide use by the youth conferences held 
last fall. Included in the series are 
studies in Bible, church history, the life 
of Christ, vocational guidance, the or- 
ganization and methods of the Church, 
the relation of the young Christian to 
public life. Another text is devoted to 
helping youth listen intelligently to 
sermons. 

Our topic today is concerned with 
baptism. 


Define baptism. 

“A divinely instituted action, en- 
joined upon the Church until the end 
of time, in which, with the application 
of water, in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, the 
Gospel promise of the forgiveness of 
sins is offered to everyone baptized, 
and is most certainly imparted to every 
one who believes.”—H. E. Jacobs. 


How is baptism a sacrament? 


There are three things essential in a 
sacrament: Institution by Christ, an 
earthly element, a heavenly gift. The 
Lutheran Church accepts two rites as 
fulfilling all three conditions, baptism 
and the holy communion. | 

1. Institution by Christ (Matthew 
28: 18-20; Mark 16: 15, 16.) 

In baptism we have an introduction 
to the new life that comes from the rev- 
elation of God, as Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. Christ prescribed baptism “into 
the Name” of God. This means that 
through baptism man enters into the 
life of God and attains communion with 
God. He is born into the family of God, 
just as in natural birth he is born into 
the human family. 

2. The Earthly Element (John 3: 5; 
Acts 8: 38; Ephesians 5: 26). 

Christ prescribed baptism with water. 
It was a rite already used by the Jews 
as a sign of repentance and forgive- 
ness. Just as dirt was cleansed by 
water, so the stains of sin were washed 


away. This rite Jesus carried over into 
Christianity, adding its fuller meaning. 
Water is the most accessible material. 
Two-thirds of the earth’s surface is 
water. It is hidden everywhere in the 
soil. It constitutes much of the content of 
the air. Christ did not say how much or 
how little is to be used. If enough water 
were necessary for baptism completely 
to immerse the body it would seem that 
Christ would have made this clear. 
Neither quantity nor quality of water is 
important. 

3. The Heavenly Gift. There are 
four promises of the gifts in baptism, 
all of which are really one: the Triune 
God (Matthew 28: 19; Acts 8: 16; Acts 
19: 5; Romans 6: 3; the Word (Ephe- 
sians 5: 26); the Holy Spirit (John 
3: 6); Forgiveness of Sins (Acts 2: 38). 
Forgiveness is the gift in which the 
other promised gifts center. Baptism 
fits us to be called “children of God.” 


Why did not Christ baptize? 

Christ did not institute this sacra- 
ment for use until He had ascended and 
the Holy Spirit had come. Some the- 
ologians have suggested that if Christ 
had baptized some of His disciples and 
not all who believed on Him, there 
might have been a distinction set up 
between disciples, and some might have 
fallen into the sin of spiritual pride. 


Who are to be baptized? 

The answer is short and to the point, 
sinners (John 3:5, 6; Galatians 3: 27, 
28). 

The Lutheran Church believes in 
baptizing children. On what grounds? 

There are a number of good reasons 
for infant baptism. The Baptists and 
certain other denominations insist on 
waiting until a person is old enough to 
understand the meaning of baptism. 
They also lay emphasis on the propo- 
sition “into,” insisting that only com- 
plete immersion constitutes valid bap- 
tism. Some of the arguments for infant 
baptism are as follows: 

1. Children need baptism (John 3: 6; 
Ephesians 5:3; Matthew 18:14). If 
they did not need it, Christ would have 
been careful to say so. 

2. Christ asserts their rights in the 
Kingdom (Matthew 19: 14). 

3. The promise of forgiveness is also 
to them (Acts 2: 38, 39). 

4, Children have a capacity for faith 
(Matthew 18: 2, 3, 6). 

5. The command for baptism is uni- 
versal (Matthew 28: 18-20). 

6. The relationship of the rite of bap- 
tism to that of circumcision is clearly 
stated (Colossians 1: 11, 12). 


7. Undoubtedly it was apostolic prac- 
tice not to except children from bap- 
tism (Acts 16: 15; Acts 16: 33; I Corin- 
thians 1:16). Certainly baptism was 
administered to children by methods 
other than immersion from the very 
earliest days of the church. 

We may think of the faith of the child 
as at first in the parents. Thus the 
parents’ faith in God is appropriated by 
the child through its faith in the 
parents. As the child grows into knowl- 
edge of God, its faith reaches out di- 
rectly to God. Indeed the faith of a lit- 
tle child as it learns to know God in 
Christ is so unquestioning, so simple 
and direct, that it puts to shame the 
faith of those of us who are older. 


W hat is the effect of baptism? 

Two rather long words describe the 
twofold effect of baptism, regeneration 
and renewal (Titus 3:5; John 3: 5). 
Regeneration means rebirth. As we 
have noted above, in baptism we are 
born into God’s family just as in nat- 
ural birth we are born into a human 
family. The cleansing of the life from 
the stains of sin is a part of this re- 
birth. Renewal means just what the 
word implies. Being born anew in bap- 
tism, we acquire Christian virtues, and 
positive Christian character. 

In a more general sense baptism se- 
cures for us all that is implied by the 
word salvation (Mark 16: 16; I Peter 
S2)s 

Luther wrote: “Our baptism abides 
forever; and even though someone 
should fall from it and sin, we never- 
theless always have access thereto. ... 
Repentance is nothing else than a re- 
turn to baptism. ... Our baptism is not 
something past, which we can no longer 
use after we have fallen into sin.” 


What are the essentials in a valid 
baptism? 

Dr. H. E. Jacobs answered this ques- 
tion as follows: “Only the words of in- 
stitution and the application of the 
water in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit. All else 
is only preparatory and supplementary 
to what is properly speaking the bap- 
tism, and has the authority only of 
Church rites, which while they are not 
to be arbitrarily changes are not to be 
used except as they promote edifica- 
tion.” 

* * * * 

To Leavers: Topic date, June 8. We 
have used A Summary of the Christian 
Faith, by the late Dr. H. E. Jacobs, as a 
source book; also the Catechism. Next 
topic: Receiving Holy Communion. 
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The Uae of Cree Min ois 


CLOSING NEWS LETTER FROM CORRESPONDENT 
Youngest Mission in Central Conference 


SUMMER in all its beauty has come to 
Illinois. With it has come the song of 
birds and the fragrance of flowers. The 
waving fields of grain show promise of 
bountiful harvests. God has been good 
to us, and we do hope that there may 
be prayers of thanksgiving ascending 
to the throne of grace, not only for 
these material things, but also for the 
Gospel truth and the freedom to preach 
and to hear it. As the hum of national 
defense for others than ourselves goes 
forward, we do not know how long our 
pastoral scenes in Central Illinois may 
keep their serenity and beauty. Speak- 
ing of national defense, there are two 
kinds. The material and the moral and 
spiritual. If we had more of the latter 
it might not be necessary to make such 
elaborate preparations for the former. 


Pastoral Changes 

have made inroads upon our Confer- 
ence in a large way. April 29 K. E. 
Irvin, D.D., concluded his work at the 
First Church, Beardstown, after a two- 
year pastorate, to become pastor at 
Epiphany Church, Elmhurst, near Chi- 
cago. Dr. Irvin did some splendid work 
at Beardstown, and we will miss him. 


The Rev. Carl I. Empson and family 
left Decatur May 2 for St. Louis, where 
he began his work as pastor of Reen 
Memorial Church on the fourth. Pas- 
tor Empson had served the First Church 
in Decatur for the past ten years in a 
commendable way. 


James Robert Spaid, a senior at the 
Chicago Seminary, will serve the Lib- 
erty Parish during the summer months. 
The Rev. M. D. Kilver, pastor of this 
parish, is serving as chaplain in the 
United States Army at Jackson, Miss. 


This will likely be the “swan song” 
for the scribe of the “Voice of Central 
Illinois,” as he with family will leave 
for Eugene, Ore., the first of June. This 
is one of those long steps that we do 
not always cherish, but we do look for- 
ward with eagerness to do the Lord’s 
work on the Pacific Coast once more. 
Several years ago we served the con- 
gregation at Medford, Ore. 


Christian Youth Rally 

The Capital District of the Illinois 
Luther League had an outstanding rally 
in the First Church, Decatur, Sunday 
afternoon and evening, April 27. There 
were about 300 present, among them 
fourteen pastors, which was gratifying. 
The theme was “Peace,” and the speak- 
ers were the Rev. Carl D. Kammeyer, 


By Epwin J. JOHNSON 


who spoke on “The Believer’s Peace,” 
and Armin G. Weng, Ph.D., D.D., pres- 
ident of the Illinois Synod, who was 
the banquet speaker, his theme being 
“Living Peace.” The president of the 
district, William Swarbrick, III, had 
charge of the business session. It was 
decided that divisional rallies be con- 
tinued during the summer. Capital Dis- 
trict is looking forward to the Illinois 
Luther League‘convention the latter 
part of August and first part of Sep- 
tember, when they will be host, with 
St. John’s and Grace Churches of 
Springfield as host churches. Youth is 
marching on. We were happy to meet 
one of our former boys from Forreston, 
Gerald Deuth, now a student at Illinois 
University, and president of the L. S. A. 
It does give encouragement when our 
youth willingly accept responsibility. 


Our youngest congregation, or rather 
the one which hopes to become so on 
June first, Whitsunday, when they plan 
to organize, is the South Springfield 
Church, under the able direction of 
Pastor Walter H. Moeller and his 
worthy helpmeet. They are to be com- 
mended for such fine work, and we look 
forward with joy to the day when they 
can have their own church home. They 
are now holding services in the Law- 
rence School. Our fervent hope is that 
in years to come, we may have three 
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strong Lutheran churches in the cap- 
ital city. There are a lot of Lutheran 
folks in Springfield, and many others 
unchurched. Good pastors and strong 
Christian programs will enlist large 
numbers. 


Remodeled Churches 

Grace Church, Springfield, the Rev. 
A. Burd Arganbright pastor, is making 
progress on the anticipated remodeling 
program which they hope to have com- 
pleted in time for the Illinois Luther 
League Convention. The plan is to re- 
arrange the interior and redecorate. 
The cost may approximate $40,000, and 
they have about $25,000 in pledges and 
cash. Mr. William H. Schulzke, a Lu- 
theran architect of Moline, Ill, has 
been retained for that service. 


“Old Trinity,’ Carthage, the Rev. 
Charles Landwere pastor, has com- 
pleted a fine basement under the 
church auditorium, at an approximate 
cost of $1,500. It will serve a helpful 
purpose for the Sunday school work 
and social life of the congregation. They 
had splendid services on Easter, and to 
increase their joy, a brass altar cross 
was given by the Young Women’s Mis- 
sion Study Club; a set of Bible mark- 
ers by the Sunday School Association; 
and a communion veil by Mrs. Edison’s 
Sunday school class. 


The Rev. K. Bruno Neumann, pastor 
of Grace Church, Peoria, is preaching 
on a series of Post-Easter topics en- 
titled “Easter Experiences,” concluding 
June 8 with the Holy Communion Serv- 
ice. The Confirmation Service will be 
held on Whitsunday. 
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WORTHY CHURCH LEADERS BUSY IN OHIO 
Governor and Mayor Share in the News 


In THIS post-Easter season Dr. and 
Mrs. C. K. Lippard are making the 
rounds of the Synod of Ohio contacting 
some sixty churches. They are bring- 
ing to our congregations a splendid 
missionary spirit inspiring our churches 
with hope and zeal for this great cause 
in face of seemingly insurmountable 
difficulties. The Lippards have an abid- 
ing faith in Christian Japan, and be- 
lieve that the substantial work the 
Christian Church has wrought in that 
island kingdom can never be undone. 
Dr. and Mrs. Lippard have been in 
Japan forty years. They have planned 
to devote the rest of their years to mis- 
sionary service in the home church. 


A Worthy Record 


Thomas Homrighausen, a senior in 
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Hamma Divinity School, Wittenberg 
College, recently preached in his home 
church in Dover, in the absence of Pas- 
tor Ebert, who suffered a slight attack 
of pneumonia following the Easter sea- 
son. Student Homrighausen has ac- 
cepted a call to Zion Church, Canton, 
to become assistant to Charles D. Besch, 
D.D. Dr. Besch was ordained in 1892 
and has spent fifty years in the min- 
istry. Zion Church was organized in 
1895, three years after his ordination, 
and has a confirmed membership of 
over eight hundred. In his long min- 
istry Dr. Besch has wrought a very 
thorough and successful work in Can- 
ton; and he possesses the spirit that 
will, we believe, carry him into many 
more years of fruitful service. 
Speaking of Pastor Ebert, here is an 
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item clipped from a recent issue of The 
Dover Reporter: 

“The Rev. Paul F. Ebert’s grand- 
father, the Rev. Arnold Ebert, was a 
pastor. The Rey. Arnold Ebert had five 
sons, all of whom chose the ministry. 
They were: Theodore and Adolf (both 
pastors in Pittsburgh, Pa.), Ferdinand 
of Minnesota, Arnold of New York City, 
and Detlef, father of the Rev. Mr. Ebert, 
who was Lutheran pastor in Marysville. 

“And the five sons of the five sons of 
the Rev. Arnold Ebert chose the min- 
istry, too. They are: the Rev. Adolf 
Ebert of Canton; the Rev. Otto Ebert 
and the Rev. Edgar Ebert, both of Co- 
lumbus; the Rev. Walter Ebert of St. 
Matthew’s Church in Toledo, and the 
Rev. Paul Ebert of Dover. 

“The Rev. Mr. Ebert’s sister, now 
Mrs. Otto Sommerfeld of Peoria, IL, 
was director of religious education of a 
Lutheran church in Chicago for a num- 
ber of years. 

“And on Mrs. Ebert’s side there are 
pastors, too. Her two sisters married 
Lutheran ministers and her brother, 
the Rey. Oscar Just, who died recently 
in Oregon, was also a Lutheran pastor.” 


We are able to announce the birth of 
another “Bowl’—a rubber Bowl this 
time; and it is in Akron. Akron has a 
giant Rubber Bowl; and the Christian 
forces of this city occupied this Bowl 
Easter morning. The Rev. Dr. Earl R. 
Brown of Cleveland preached the ser- 
mon to more than 13,000 enthusiastic 
persons at the Sunrise Service. Form- 
ing a huge cross, 250 white-robed sing- 
ers from forty Akron churches sang the 
Easter h s under the direction of 
C. Neil Starr, music director of the 
University of Akron. 


Moravians in Ohio 


Moravian descendants of missionaries 
who penetrated the Tuscarawas Valley 
in 1770 to convert Delaware Indians 
played leading roles in the dedication 
of the “First Sermon” monument at 
Newcomerstown Sunday afternoon, 
April 20. Automobile caravans of Mora- 
vians from churches in Dover, Urich- 
ville, Tuscarawas, Gnadenhutten, and 
Port Washington brought crowds to the 
shrine where the Rev. Edwin W. Kortz, 
pastor of the Sharon Church, gave the 
principal address. The monument, a 
rough-hewn stone pillar bearing a 
metal plate describing its significance, 
marks the spot where the Rev. David 
Zeisberger, founder of Schoenbrunn, 
preached the first sermon to the Indians 
in Ohio on March 14, 1771. He founded 
Schoenbrunn the following year. The 
monument was erected by the New- 
comerstown Historical Society. The 
program included choral singing, un- 
veiling of the monument by the Rev. 
M. F. Oerter, retired Moravian clergy- 
man, and prayer by the Rev. Charles 
S. Foust of our Newcomerstown church. 


And speaking of Schoenbrunn, Pas- 
tor Zeisberger reports in his original 
works that the site of Schoenbrunn, 
now a lovely state park, was the loca- 
tion of at least three or four forts be- 
fore he established his Indian mission 
there in 1772. Zeisberger came from 
Moravia, a province of Austria. 


Petitions bearing the names of more 
than twelve hundred signers commend- 
ing Mayor A. H. Williams of New 
Philadelphia upon his recent order 
banning all gambling, and obscene lit- 
erature from newsstands in the county 
seat were presented to the mayor re- 
cently by the members of the Minis- 
terial Association of that city. The 
petitions were signed in many churches. 
Emmanuel’s pastor, the Rev. Waldon 
Hall, is very active in the campaign for 
a cleaner New Philadelphia. 

From all sources come reports of 
well-attended, enthusiastic Easter serv- 
ices. In most cases “churches were 
crowded”—certainly one of the most 
encouraging Easters in the memory of 
our oldest pastors. For one thing the 
weather was ideal; and one has the 
belief that there are increasing num- 
bers of folks in our communities who 
are feeling the need of God. 


That After-Easter Slump 

In a paper read before the Starke- 
Tuscarawas Ministerial Association just 
after Easter Pastor Dwight L. Miley of 
Grace Church, Wadsworth, had some 
timely things to say about the post- 
Easter slump in our churches. Pastor 
Miley listed nine things which might 
be done to combat this slump in at- 
tendance and interest immediately after 
Easter. Here they are: 

1. Make a direct appeal to parish 
leadership, and, through this leader- 
ship, to the whole church. Pastor Miley 
says that to his amazement he found 
that there were nearly one hundred 
elected and appointed leaders in his 
church at Wadsworth with an average 
attendance at church services of 210. 
The leadership assembly of his church 
has seen this situation and has set out 
to remedy it. Pastor Miley’s church has 
a confirmed membership of 514. 

2. Announce in an attractive way a 
series of varied interesting sermons. 
The Lenten season rightly is given to a 
type of preaching that, perhaps, will 
not do as a steady diet the year round. 
Preaching is central; good preaching is 
attractive, and varied types as to sub- 
ject, style, and weight are commended. 

3. Make as many calls after Easter as 
before. Why not? We have fewer serv- 
ices, fewer details to attend to, and the 
weather is better. 

4. Postpone the confirmation of the 
class in catechism until Pentecost. Aim 
to have adult accessions at that time 
also. 

5. Have a well-planned informal re- 
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ception for all new members as soon 
after Easter as possible, and have at- 
tendance and interest stressed in this 
meeting. 

6. A few wisely-selected plays, so- 
cials, or programs should go a long way 
in solving the problem. 

7. Make a good-will canvass of the 
congregation: make it for “good will,” 
and not for money. And make it soon 
after Easter. 

8. Strive for continuation and in- 
crease of family devotions after Easter. 

9. Send out literature reporting en- 
couraging features of the Lenten and 
Easter seasons, with special reference 
to attendance, interest, income, mem- 
bership, and other items which may 
have appeal. 


A Christian Governor 


Ohio has a Christian Governor in the 
person of John W. Bricker. In his Good 
Friday Proclamation he declared that 
in these trying times the entire world 
is threatened with war and agents of 
evil at work in many places to drive 
God from the lives of men, and that the 
life of Christ and His great sacrifice to 
redeem men is a constant example to 
us that spiritual power and consecrated 
lives are the first line of our individual 
and national defense; and that if the 
rulers who are endeavoring to plunge 
the world into war were faithful to the 
teachings of Jesus Christ we would not 
be confronted today with a world catas- 
trophe. The Governor appealed to all 
citizens to observe Good Friday with 
prayers and meditation recalling the 
supreme sacrifice made by the Saviour 
that men might be saved and peace 
reign among men and nations. All state 
departments were closed that day from 
noon to 3.00 P. M., business concerns 
ceased activities that men might be 
permitted to go to church. The proc- 
lamation was generally observed. 


A Rural Survey 


Dr. Martin Schroeder, director of 
rural work of the Board of American 
Missions of the U. L. C. A., has com- 
pleted a survey of the town and coun- 
try churches of the Synod of Ohio. Dr. 
Schroeder will be at the annual rural 
ministers’ camp June 30 to July 3, 
which will be held near Columbus, 
leading the discussions along rural 
lines. Dr. Schroeder is a graduate of 
Midland College and the Western The- 
ological Seminary, and has done grad- 
uate work at the University of Chicago, 
Iowa State College, and Nebraska State 
University. He has been in the 
Nebraska Legislature for two sessions. 
He has addressed national conventions, 
summer institutes, etc. He is a staff 
writer of THe LuTHERAN and other 
periodicals. He has made rural surveys 
in Virginia, Pennsylvania, and some of 
the western states. 
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Whedwest Whacotlaees 


AN OUTSTANDING MISSIONARY PROGRAM 


One of Many Good Deeds 


“THE Church and Its Missionary Pro- 
gram” was the theme which attracted 
about one hundred pastors from 
Nebraska, Iowa, and Kansas who had 
come April 24 and 25 to Western The- 
ological Seminary at Fremont, Nebr., 
to take part in the annual Pastor-Stu- 
dent Conference. Dr. P. W. H. Fred- 
erick, acting dean of the seminary, pre- 
sided at the opening session Thursday 
morning. Dr. Thomas D. Rinde, pro- 
fessor of historical theology, conducted 
the Thursday afternoon session at the 
college chapel when the Rey. Theodore 
Schuldt, Nebraska City, Nebr., con- 
ducted the devotionals and Dr. M. J. 
Bieber and Dr. C. K. Lippard addressed 
the assembly on missionary problems. 
President F, C. Wiegman, D.D., of Mid- 
land College, presided at the Thursday 
night banquet, when the Rev. John B. 
Rupley, Grand Island, Nebr., was the 
special speaker. Dr. William F. Rangeler, 
professor of Christian Education, had 
charge of the Friday morning meeting, 
when devotions were led by the Rev. 
Carl Berhenke of Omaha, Nebr., fol- 
lowed by addresses by Drs. Bieber and 
Lippard and the Rev. G. Gieschen of 
Wayne, Nebr. Prof. G. Hartwig, D.D., 
of the Christian Education department, 
presided at the Friday noon luncheon, 
when the conference came to a close 
with varied expressions in Christian 
fellowship. Dr. Holmes Dysinger, pro- 
fessor emeritus and a member of THE 
LuTHERAN’S Octogenarian Club, took 
an active and helpful interest in all the 
proceedings. Dr. Bieber, in his inim- 
itable way, addressed the Thursday 
morning college chapel with telling 
effect. 


A Chapel Automobile 


Roman Catholic interest in rural re- 
gions of Nebraska which are not now 
adequately provided for in matters of 
religion made further progress through 
the anonymous gift of a chapel auto- 
mobile for this district. It will be placed 
into immediate service in charge of a 
priest who has taken special training 
and is particularly prepared for street 
and open-air preaching. Announce- 
-ment of the new service was made at 
the recently held Lincoln district meet- 
ing of the Eucharistic Congress. An 
eminent cleric who is leading in this 
movement explained to the press, “It is 
our purpose to take the teachings of 
Christ out to the people.” 


Tabitha Home Visitors’ Day 


will be observed Sunday, June 8. Serv- 
ices will be held at 10.30 A. M. and 2.30 
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P. M. Meals will be served at noon and 
a light lunch in the afternoon. Special 
guides will be on hand to show the 
guests over the grounds and through 
the buildings. Visitors’ Day is the high- 
light of the year at Tabitha. 


The Nebraska Conference of the 
Augustana Synod met April 30 to May 
4 in First Lutheran Church, Lincoln, 
Nebr., the Rev. G. A. Elliot pastor. Dr. 
Martin Schroeder, rural work repre- 
sentative of the U. L. C. A. Board of 
American Missions, addressed the con- 
ference on “Rural Problems and Their 
Solutions.” 


Recent calls accepted to Midwest 
Synod congregations include the fol- 
lowing pastors: R. Moehring to St. 
Paul’s, Linn, Kan.; Carl H. Goede to 
St. Paul’s, Grand Island, Nebr.; Henry 
Rowoldt to St. John’s, Ridgley, Nebr.; 
and Fred Ollendorf to the Shattuk 
Parish in Oklahoma. 


Dr. Martin A. Ritzen 


for the past five years superintendent 
of Tabitha Home for the Aged and Or- 
phanage at Lincoln, Nebr., has tendered 
his resignation to the Board of the in- 
stitution. His recent serious illness left 
him in doubt as to the wisdom of fur- 
ther undue strain upon his health which 
the current campaign for the proposed 
administration building involves. How- 
ever, Dr. Ritzen has fully recovered to 
do normal ministerial work. No doubt 
the carrying out of the building pro- 
gram, in which he had assumed mul- 
titudinous obligations, will be delayed 
through his resignation. More than ever 
it will be necessary for the constituency 
of Tabitha Home to rally to its support. 


Remembered Her Church 


A thrill of excitement pervaded the 
congregation which had come to mourn 
the death and attend the last rites for 
Mrs. R. A. Duis, mother of Pastor 
Alfred Duis of Emerald, Nebr., and 
Dora, wife of Pastor A. B. J. Lentz, 
when after the reading of the obituary 
it was announced that the departed, 
shortly before her last illness, had 
secretly purchased for her home church 
a Hammond electric organ, to the sur- 
prise of all concerned, including her 
pastor. This act was but one in a long 
line of good deeds for the church which 
she loved and of which she had been 
a loyal member the greater part of her 
life. Her fourteen children were pres- 
ent to pay final honors to their widely 
beloved mother. She had reached the 
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age of sixty-nine years when a heart 
attack closed this useful life April 19, 
1941, at the home of her son-in-law, 
Pastor Lentz of Cedar Creek, Nebr. 
Funeral services were held April 22 in 
her home church, St. John’s, Lanham, 
Kan. Participating in the services in 
addition to her pastor, the Rev. O. 
Oelke, were Dr. F. W. Nolte, Westboro, 
Mo., president of Midwest Synod; W. 
Harder, Hanover, Kan.; and Lorin J. 
Wolff, Diller, Nebr. The new organ was 
dedicated on Mother’s Day, May 11, 
with Dr. M. Schroeder making the ad- 
dress. St. John’s Church, which is one 
of our seasoned rural congregations, 
has lost an ardent worker in missionary 
causes. With her another builder of the 
new West has left the scene. Their re- 
placement with an equally sturdy gen- 
eration in the life of the church must 
be our present concern. 

A number of heretofore synodically 
unaffiliated congregations have voted to 
become members of Midwest Synod at 
the forthcoming synodical convention 
at Columbus, Nebr. These are: St. 
Paul’s, Emerson, Nebr., the Rev. Hugo 
Welchert, Sr., pastor; Trinity, Winside, 
and St. Luke’s, Stanton, Nebr., the Rev. 
Henry Knaub pastor; Zion, Diller Nebr., 
the Rev. R. Sauberzweig pastor; and 
Christ Church, Wisner, Nebr., the Rev. 
Karl Koenig pastor. 


Southern Illinois 
Conference 


By GerorcEe Berswancer, D.D. 


AT THE southern tip of Illinois is the 
city of Cairo. In the Lutheran church, 
of which the Rev. C. A. Jacobi is pas- 
tor, Lenten and Easter services brought 
overflowing audiences. The communing 
attendance was the largest in the his- 
tory of the congregation, as was the 
attendance at the church school. In ad- 
dition to many improvements to the 
property, the pipe organ was renovated 
at a cost of $900. 


Luther League Rally 

The spring rally of the Egyptian Unit 
Luther League was held in the Cairo 
church. The accessibility of the church 
and the deep-seated loyalty of the 
Leaguers brought out more than three 
hundred young people. Pastor Jacobi 
conducted the devotional service, which 
was brief yet complete. The Rev. 
Howard A. Wessling, pastor of St. Mat- 
thew’s Church, Paducah, Ky., delivered 
the message, based on “Life Can Be 
What You Want It to Be.” At the eve- 
ning service he spoke on “Mending 
Nets.” Both sermons struck fire in the 
hearts of the youthful listeners. 

A candlelight service was held at the 
close of the evening session by the 
Young Women’s Missionary Society of 
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Jonesboro. This service was directed 
_by Mrs. C. S. Powell, widow of the for- 
_ mer pastor, and was a fitting climax to 
a wonderful afternoon and evening. 
_ The devotional spirit of the rally was 
- unusually fine. The mission note per- 
| yaded the sessions, business was ex- 
| pedited, and good fellowship prevailed. 
Officers elected to serve for eighteen 
| months are as follows: President, 
Kathryn Wild; vice-president, Hulda 
| Reickenberg; secretary, Hilda Meyer; 
treasurer, Dixon Rogsdale; and sponsor, 
the Rev. Arnold Kaitschuk. 


Unusual Easter Season 
_ Centralia. Pastor M. C. Reichert had 
. <a feature of the Easter services at 
Redeemer Church a robed children’s 
choir, aged three to six years. Each 
- child carried a lily, and at the conclu- 
sion of the three songs sung by them 
placed the lilies in vases in the chancel. 


St. Paul’s, Metropolis, of which the 
writer is pastor, reported unusually 
large audiences at all Lenten and Easter 
services. The Dorcas Society presented 
thirty new hymnbooks with music to 
the church, and ninety per cent of the 
confirmed membership communed. 
Easter Monday the children enjoyed an 
Easter egg-rolling and hunt. 


Mizpah, St. Louis, the Rev. George 
H. Volkmar pastor, is the youngest mis- 
sion congregation in the city. Lenten 
and Easter attendances, as well as all 
the services for 1941, have shown re- 
markable increases in attendance, of- 
ferings, and interest. An adult class of 
twenty-six is under instruction and will 
be received into membership May 25. 
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Zion Congregation, Mt. Carmel, the 
Rey. R. A. Riechmann pastor, has in- 
stalled earphones in their church, has 
completed interior decorations, and 
continues to pay the benevolence ap- 
portionment in full. The exterior of the 
church and parsonage will be painted 
this summer. 


Murphysboro. Pastor William J. 
Boatman reports the largest Easter 
communion in seven years. 


In St. Louis 

Faith Congregation, St. Louis, the 
Rey. Alfred L. Grewe pastor, reports 
the largest congregation in its history 
on Easter, the attendance exceeding 
one thousand. 


St. Mark’s Church, St. Louis, Fred- 
erick F. Mueller, Ph.D., pastor, reports 
sixty accessions to membership and has 
good prospects for further additions at 
Pentecost. April 23 the annual dinner 
reception for all new members was 
given, and an unusually encouraging 
spirit of fellowship was in evidence. 
May 16 a mother and daughter ban- 
_ quet was held in St. Mark’s, an annual 
affair which is thoroughly enjoyed. 
Reen Memorial has called the Rev. 
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Thirteenth and Spruce Streets 
Chicago 


Carl I. Empson to succeed the late T. B. 
Uber as pastor. Mr. Empson has been 
a member of the Illinois Synod since 
1928, and for the past ten years he was 
pastor of First Church, Decatur. 


Unity, St. Louis. Pastor Edward 
Hummon writes: “The Easter season 
was the best in the history of the con- 
gregation.” The largest offering in the 
history of the church was received, and 
benevolence payments increased from 
sixty to eighty-eight per cent. A brass 
missal stand was given the church by 
the Woman’s Guild and was dedicated 
on Easter. The men of the church spon- 
sored a reception for the new members 
immediately after Easter. Sergeant 
Schumacher was the speaker. 


Young W omen’s 
Congress 


Tue thirteenth Young Women’s Con- 
gress was held at Keller Memorial 
Church, Washington, D. C., April 26. 
The devotionals conducted by Miss 
Marie Gerlach of Salem Hebrew Mis- 
sion, Baltimore, carried out the theme, 
“Thy Will Be Done.” 

At the morning session the Rev. J. 
Harold Mumper, pastor of the host 
church and a member of the Board of 
Foreign Missions, discussed “Thy Will 
Be Done—In the Old World”; Miss 
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STOP 


AND WORSHIP 


"It's Sunday morning and 
a Lutheran Church 
ahead. Here is an opportunity 


there's 


to commune with fellow be- 


lievers.'' 


This is what a Lutheran Road 
Marker tells others. Why not 


order one or more for your 
church? 


LUTHERAN ROAD MARKER 


1 Marker with selected 3-Line Imprint, $7.50; 
2 Markers with identical Imprint, $7.00 each; 
Markers without imprint, $5.00 each. 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN PUBLICATION HOUSE 


Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh 


Frances Dysinger, “In North America”; 
and Mrs. Paul A. Machetzki, “In South 


America.” In these presentations the 
difficulties under which our mission- 
aries are working to further the King- 
dom of God at home and abroad was 
brought home to the listeners. 

Miss Ruth Blackburn, a former pres- 
ident of the Congress, presented high- 
lights from the Des Moines Convention 
and created a desire among the mem- 
bers for more representatives to attend 
the next convention which will be held 
in Charleston, S. C. 

At the afternoon session, “Thy Will 
Be Done—Yesterday and Today,” was 
presented by Miss Susan Glatz, mis- 
sionary to India; and “Tomorrow,” by 
Mrs. Dwight Wahaus and Mrs. James 
P. Reese. The celebration of the India 
Centennial was presented and the sug- 
gestion was made that Mrs. E. T. Miller 
be memorialized by the building of a 
chapel in India. Mrs. Miller started the 
Young Women’s Missionary Society and 
Congress. This suggestion was ap- 
proved and the memorialization is to 
take place October 22, Mrs. Miller’s 
birthday. 

A fitting climax to the day’s program 
was the Consecration Service con- 
ducted by Mrs. B. Clinton Ritz. The 
ladies of Keller Memorial were splen- 
did hostesses, and the program follow- 
ing the banquet provided entertainment 
for all. K. ELizABETH GRIM. 
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P. ocono Prichings 


RECORD ATTENDANCES AT EASTER SEASON 
Activity Evidenced in Vacation Resorts 


THE effective work by Committees on 
Evangelism in the various congrega- 
tions in the Pocono area of Pennsyl- 
vania brought ‘most satisfactory re- 
sults. Reports from the pastors indi- 
cate that the attendance in all the 
churches during the Lenten season was 
considerably above that of former 
years, despite the hard and prolonged 
winter season experienced. Unusually 
large numbers of members communed 
at the Easter season. In most cases for- 
mer records were broken. Many of 
those who had been indifferent were 
reclaimed for Christ and His kingdom. 


Easter was truly a red letter day in 
St. John’s, Stroudsburg. All previous 
records for Easter Communion were 
broken, and accessions totaled seventy- 
four for the year. Efforts are being 
made by the Committee on Evangelism, 
under Parke W. Kunkle, chairman, to 
keep in touch with new members so 
that they continue faithful to Christ 
and His Church. 


Even some of the rural parishes broke 
previous records by the number of per- 
sons who were received into fellowship 
with Christ. St. Mark’s, Minisink Hills, 
reported accessions of eight by confir- 
mation and adult baptism and almost 
one hundred per cent of the member- 
ship communing. The Rev. Byron 
Stauffer is the faithful pastor of this 
field. 


For the first time in the history of 
Lutheranism in Monroe County, the 
congregations united in a Three-hour 
Service on Good Friday afternoon in 
St. John’s, Stroudsburg. Each pastor 
participated in the service and pre- 
sented a meditation upon one of the 
“words” of Jesus from the Cross. The 
service prepared by the United Lu- 
theran Church committee was used and 
the music was in charge of St. John’s 
and the Young People’s Choirs under 
the direction of Vernon C. Imbt, or- 
ganist and choirmaster. Members from 
all sections of the Pocono region were 
in attendance. 


First Open-air Dawn Service 
Easter morning the first open-air 
Dawn Service was conducted on the 
beautiful estate of Thomas G. Hawks, 
near Bartonsville. The service was 
sponsored by “The Crusaders,” the 
young people’s group of St. John’s 
Church, Bartonsville, of which the Rev. 
Norman B. Kellow is the young and 
capable pastor. A large congregation 
gathered for the service on this beau- 
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tiful hilltop, from which one can see 
miles of the Blue Ridge and Pocono 
mountains. A pilgrimage was made to 
the hilltop, where a large rustic cross 
had been erected. There was special 
music by the choir of St. John’s and 
the sermon, on the subject, “Cemetery 
or Hilltop,” was preached by the pas- 
tor. So successful was this event that 
plans are already being made to con- 
duct a county-wide Lutheran dawn 
service at the same spot next Easter. 


Notable improvements have recently 
been made in St. Paul’s Church, 
Kresgeville. The pastor, the Rev. R. R. 


Hartzell, announces new choir stalls, _ 


chancel furniture and other appoint- 
ments, including surplice and cassock 
for the members of the choir. When 
the work is completed the sanctuary 
will be very churchly. Plans indicate 
that special dedicatory services will be 
held in the very near future. All con- 
gregations of this parish have improved 
their edifices. 

Most of the congregations of the Min- 
isterium of Pennsylvania are busily en- 
gaged in the interest of the United Ap- 
peal for the two educational institu- 
tions of the synod, namely, Muhlenberg 
College and the Philadelphia Seminary. 
Even though there are no defense in- 
dustries in this section to increase the 
income of the people, it is apparent that 
a deep sense of loyalty to the institu- 
tions of the church exists within their 
hearts. John B. Dunkelberger of St. 
John’s, Stroudsburg, is chairman of the 
Stroudsburg District. 

Sunday evening, April 27, the Broth- 
erhood of St. John’s, Stroudsburg, ob- 
served its thirty-sixth anniversary with 
a special father and son service. The 
pastor, the Rev. P. N. Wohlsen, preached 
the sermon on, “Keeping Open the 
Lanes of Communication with God.” 
Music was furnished by the Pocono 
Male Chorus, many of whose members 
are affiliated with St. John’s Brother- 
hood. This group has recently accepted 
as its major objective: “Keeping open 
the lanes of communication with the 
sons of the congregation who have been 
called into the service of their coun- 
try.” Each week letters or cards are 
written to these boys and each young 
man is presented with an Army and 
Navy Service Book upon his departure 
for service. 


Vacation Plans 

Considerable activity is being shown 
at the summer colony and camp for 
girls at Paradise Falls in preparation 
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for the opening of the season at this 
beautiful recreational spot in the 
Poconos. Within a short time cottages 
will be occupied and hundreds of others 
will enjoy a season at this helpful re- 
treat, either as guests or campers. It 
has been announced that an unusually 
fine staff of leaders and counselors has 
been secured for the girls’ camp for the 
coming summer. During the snowy 
winter months many persons took ad- 
vantage of the excellent skating on 
Lake Crawford and the tobaganning 
upon the hillside slopes. 

Similar activity is demonstrated at 
our two Lutheran camps for boys and 
girls along the Delaware River above 
Shawnee. Camp Miller for boys and 
Camp Hagan for girls, operated by the 
Ministerium of Pennsylvania, promise 
to be filled to overflowing. 


Central Canada News 
By W. H. Knaurr 


Pastors report large Easter congre- 
gations, most inspiring services, and a 
reaching-out on the part of our people 
for a message that might fill the anxious 
heart with hope and courage, and look 
to Jesus, the triumphant Victor in the 
strife, to rule and bless, to lead and 
direct, to comfort and save! 


The joint spring meeting of the 
Kitchener and Hamilton Conferences 
was held in St. Paul’s Church, Guelph, 
Ontario, the Rev. George Orth pastor, 
April 23. It was a happy, helpful, and 
refreshing gathering. In the morning 
the Communion Service was conducted 
with sermon by the Rev. S. J. Wittig, 
president of the Kitchener Conference, 
based on Matthew 5: 19, 20: “A Better 
Righteousness Than That of the Scribes 
and Pharisees.” 

After the lunch hour, the Rev. S. 
Cooper of Welland, president of the 
Hamilton Conference, led in a discus- 
sion period based on a paper by Dr. 
F. B. Clausen of Waterloo College and 
Seminary on the subject, “How Psy- 
chology Can Help the Pastor,” and “A 
Proposed Plan for Facilitating Pastoral 
Changes,” 
presented by a committee previously 
appointed to study the matter. 

A detailed outline of the 1941 con- 
vention of the Luther League of Amer- 
ica to be held in the Twin Cities July 
3-7 was given by John Lauman. This 
was a “pep talk,” and all pastors were 
so affected. 


St. John’s, Waterloo, the Rev. C. S. 
Roberts pastor, again has an assistant 
pastor to succeed the Rev. Lloyd 
Schaus, who resigned to become pastor 


of St. Peter’s Church, Ottawa. Alvin — 


Schweitzer, a recent graduate of 


under existing conditions, as 
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Waterloo Seminary, was installed in 
that capacity April 20. His ordination 
took place in his home church at Mil- 
verton Ont., the Rev. Earl Treusch pas- 
tor, the Sunday after Easter. Dr. J. 
Reble of Hamilton, president of the 
Canada Synod, and its secretary, Dr. 
C. H. Little of Waterloo Seminary, per- 
formed the act of ordination. The or- 
dination sermon was preached by Pas- 
tor C. S. Roberts. The president of 
Conference, the Rev. S. J. Wittig, de- 
livered the charges to the pastor and to 
the congregation. 


Wedding Bells 

The Rev. Norman A. Berner of the 
Brantford-Woodstock Parish and Miss 
Ruth Ludwig, R.N., of Preston, Ontario, 
were married in St. Peter’s Church, 


_ Preston, by the bride’s pastor, the Rev. 


W. H. Knauff, Easter Monday after- 
noon. 

Mr. Berner is publicity manager of 
the 1941 convention (July 3-7), and is 
an enthusiastic worker among young 
people, Luther League and Boys’ Camp. 
The bride is a nurse by profession and 
served in this capacity at the Lutheran 
Boys’ Camp and Girls’ Camp last sum- 
mer. Mr. and Mrs. Berner ‘reside a 
64 Alfred St., Brantford, Ontario. 


Congregational 
Evangelism 


First Church, Vandergrift, Pa., re- 
cently took a forward step under the 
direction of their pastor, the Rev. S. S. 
Shaulis. Before Lent he called on fifty 
women of the church who would be 
willing to help in a visitation of the 
homes of the congregation. They met 
with the pastor for several hours of in- 
struction and then went out to talk 
about Christ, the church, and the im- 
portance of religion. As a result of their 
co-operation the attendance at the 
Wednesday evening Lenten services 
more than doubled that of previous 


years, and the attendance at the’Sun- 


day services was greatly increased. 
About the beginning of Lent twenty- 

four men met with the pastor for three 

nights to be trained to go out to win 


souls. From the list of prospects in the 
‘possession of the pastor and the names 


that the women had turned in, 160 
names were available. From this num- 
ber seventy-four united with the church 
on Palm Sunday. As a result of this 
personal work, ninety-seven more par- 
took of the communion on Easter than 
on previous Easters. It also more than 
doubled the number at the congrega- 
tional reception banquet for new mem- 
bers after Easter, and the congregations 
have continued much larger than be- 
fore this effort was made. 

Some people ask, “Is personal evan- 
gelism worth while?” 


je 


In Memory of Dr. Delk 


Sunpay, May 4, a Service of Com- 
memoration was held in St. Matthew’s 
Lutheran Church, Philadelphia, Pa., in 
honor of the life and service of Edwin 
Heyl Delk, D.D. His successor in the 
pulpit, Dr. T. Benton Peery, brought 
the address of the day to a large con- 
gregation of members and friends. 

Appreciations of Dr. -Delk were 
brought by Dr. Elim A. E. Palmquist 
for the Philadelphia Federation of 
Churches; Dr. Robert H. Gearhart, Jr., 
for the Lutheran Student Work Com- 
mittee; and Pastor Henry Moehling, 
Jr., for the Committee on Jewish Mis- 
sions. All three of these local organiza- 
tions had benefited by the faithful ser- 
vices of Dr. Delk over many years. 

A memorial tablet was unveiled in 
the presence of the congregation by 
Patricia Ann Peery, daughter of Dr. 
and Mrs. Peery. In everlasting bronze 
it speaks from generation to generation 
of the love of this congregation for their 
son and pastor, as well as records his 
life and service to the church. The 
tablet bears the following inscription: 


EDWIN HEYL DELK, D.D. 
PASTOR 
1902-1930 
PASTOR EMERITUS 
1930-1940 
ELOQUENT PREACHER — SYMPATHETIC 
PASTOR — FAITHFUL FRIEND 
A SON OF ST. MATTHEW’S LUTHERAN 
CONGREGATION 
TWENTY-EIGHT YEARS ITS FAITHFUL 
PASTOR 
TEN YEARS PASTOR EMERITUS 
A LIFE DEVOTED TO THE GLORY OF GOD 


By action of the Board of Trustees 
the Delk Memorial Fund was divided 
between St. Matthew’s Church and 
Gettysburg Theological Seminary. The 
contribution to the seminary was given 
in memory of Edwin Heyl Delk, former 
president of the Board, by the congre- 
gation to be used for the new chapel. 


Congregations 


Mr. Alfred Beck, newly elected as- 
sistant pastor of the Church of the 
Reformation, Rochester, N. Y., will be 
ordained by the United Synod of New 
York June 11 in Christ Church, Buf- 
falo, N. Y. He will preach the follow- 
ing Sunday morning and will be in- 
stalled at a service that afternoon by 
the Rev. Eugene Stowell, president of 
the Western Conference, who will also 
preach the sermon. Following the in- 
stallation of Mr. Beck a reception will 
be held in the parish house. 


Tue father of all the Brotherhoods of 
the Lutheran Church on the Pacific 
Coast is that of St. Michael’s Church, 
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Berkeley, California, organized by Dr. 
Earnest A. Trabert in 1918. They have 
never missed a meeting since the or- 
ganization, April 25 this Brotherhood 
was host to the Brotherhoods of the 
Northern Conference of the Synod of 
California, as well as men from all the 
congregations. The purpose of the ban- 
quet served in the church parlors of St. 
Michael’s Church was to arouse inter- 
est in the convention of the synodical 
Brotherhood to be held in the First 
English Lutheran Church of Los 
Angeles May 9. The guest speaker was 
Mr. Arnold Grunigen, Jr., a leading 
business executive of San Francisco, 
founder of the Christian Business Men’s 
Association, also director of one of the 
leading features of the San Francisco 
Exposition entitled “Miracles of Sci- 
ence.” “Christian Men in Action” was 
the theme of the occasion. 


Constantine, Mich. In memory of 
their daughter, Mrs. Winifred Gentzler 
Dermott, Mr. and Mrs. Fred W. Gentzler 
installed a National Sound System in 
Messiah Church, the Rev. Richard L. 
Smith pastor. Electrical transcriptions 
will provide chimes and music from the 
tower and in the church auditorium, 
and will reproduce the music and serv- 
ice as well as favorite hymns and other 
selections. 

On Mother’s Day, May 11, this gift 
was dedicated at an afternoon service. 
The Rev. William E. Watts of St. John’s 
Church, Three Rivers, Pastor Smith, 
pastors of the local Congregational and 
Methodist churches, and Messrs. Tom 
W. Geisler and Henry E. Lintz were 
speakers at this service. Special music 
provided by the sound system tran- 
scriptions and by the church choir and 
organist, Miss Catherine Machemer, 
was a feature. 


Jamaica, N. Y. All Saints Church 
recently received two gifts for use in 
its chapel. A processional cross was 
dedicated some weeks ago to honor the 
eightieth anniversary of the birth of 
Mrs. Caroline Fuhr, who is still active 
in metropolitan Lutheran circles in 
spite of her years. An Eternal Light 
was dedicated April 26 in honor of the 
eightieth birthday anniversary of Mr. 
William Fuhr, who died in 1925. This 
light has been placed in the sanctuary 
and will be kept burning to symbolize 
the Word of God as the light of the 
world. 

Both gifts were presented by the 
Misses Emma and Laura Fuhr in honor 
of their parents. The Rev. Elmore O. 
Hoppe is pastor of this congregation. 


Madison, Wis. One hundred sixty- 
seven new members have been added 
to the membership of Luther Memorial 
Church since the first of the year, in- 
cluding the largest class ever to be con- 
firmed. This class, confirmed Palm 
Sunday, numbered 48. Attendance 
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records during the Easter season 
reached a new high mark when a total 
of 6,203 persons were tabulated in a 
full week of services. The attendance 
at five communion services showed an 
increase of more than 20 per cent over 
a year ago. 

A cash offering of $2,500 was received 
the week following Easter, to be used 
in the reduction of the indebtedness, 
which is now $53,360. The debt has 
been reduced $4,500 in the last sixteen 
months, during the pastorate of the 
Rev. Charles A. Puls. Celebration of 
the successful financial effort was made 
in a “victory dinner” held in the church 
April 23, at which Dr. Paul H. Roth, 
president of the Northwestern The- 
ological Seminary, Minneapolis, deliv- 
ered the address. 


Ridgefield, N. J. Zion Church cele- 
brated its fifteenth anniversary with a 
service April 20, at which the Rev. John 
H. Wagner of Hudson Heights was the 
guest preacher. 

The service was followed by a dinner 
in Hackensack April 24, at which the 
guest speakers were former pastors— 
the Rev. H. Hagenau, William Nie- 
banck, and H. P. Suhr—as well as 
Mayor Fred Meuter of Ridgefield. For 
additional entertainment a group of 
students from Wagner College, Staten 
Island, participated in the program. 

Zion Church was founded in the 
spring of 1926 under the direction of 
the Rev. Dr. Carl F. Knoll. The pur- 
pose was to supply German services 
for the many Germans in the com- 
munity. At first they were held in the 
old Fire Hall and later in a room in the 
local school. The charter membership 
numbered eighty-five persons, and be- 
fore long it became evident that here 
was a promising field for the Lutheran 
Church. Zion Church has continued to 
serve the community as a German- 
English congregation. In the fall of 1928 
a portable chapel was constructed on a 
corner lot, and in this the congregation 
still worships. 

The present pastor is the Rev. Gott- 
fried E. Alberti, who took charge of the 
work in June 1940. Since that time 
thirty-three new members have joined 
the congregation. The Sunday school 
has increased and now has ninety-six 
names on the roll. 


DR. D. BURT SMITH 
(Continued from page 2) ° 


always left the influence of the Christ 
and the Church he served. 

He sowed the seed of the Word. He 
loved to write, to teach, and to preach. 
But always that writing, teaching, and 
preaching had one purpose—planting 
the Word of Truth in the hearts of 
men. He was a champion of the Bible. 
No other worker of the Parish and 


Church School Board wrote as many 
pages of material as Dr. Smith. It can 
safely be said that he furnished more 
copy for the work of the Board than 
any other worker. And the heart and 
message of all his writings was the 
Bible. 

He sowed seeds of patience which 
bore rich fruit in the lives of his fellow 
workers and intimate friends. Few out- 
side that circle knew of the suffering 
he was forced to endure over a long 
period of years, but those who knew 
were the richer and stronger because 
of his patience and courage. 

His fruitful labors have ended and 
his patient suffering has ceased. God 
grant that the seeds he sowed may con- 
tinue to. grow and bring forth fruit. 


By Dr. Amos JoHN TRAVER, 
Member Parish and Church School 
Board 

Our friend’s battle with disease is 
ended, but he leaves us with the mem- 
ory of such courage and faith that we 
will be braver because of him. He led 
us all into a better knowledge of our 
Bible and of our God through the min- 
istry of his pen. His handclasp, his 
smile, his quiet assurance of God—all 
played their parts in a personality that 
left its imprint upon us. All of us thank 
God for the friendship and ministry of 
D. Burt Smith. 


FLOODS CHANGE TEXAS 
SYNOD’S MEETING PLACE 


(Continued from page 9) 


Great relief was shown by the synod 
that the Cuero Lutheran Hospital is in 
the hands of two efficient doctors who 
have leased this property until 1945 
with the privilege of buying it. 

Synod voted to secure a seminary 
graduate to help develop the new field 
in San Antonio and to pay his salary 
until such time arrives as will permit 
the work to be taken over by the Board 
of American Missions. 

Another forward step was the re- 
quest from the Board of American Mis- 
sions for a field missionary to develop 
the new fields now white unto the har- 
vest in the fast-growing state of Texas. 

The apportionment came in for its 
usual budget dry-cleaning! The kind 
title—it is expected to be kind to the 
ears of those who should give toward 
benevolence—is now: “Income Objec- 
tive for Benevolence!” For 1942 it will 
be $4.16 per communing member; and 
a minimum that every congregation 
should reach—$2.10 per member—was 
placed. 


In Support of Education 


An increase in aid was voted in the 
budget for Midland College and West- 
ern Seminary. The Texas Synod trus- 
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tees for the next year are the Rev. Wil- 
liam J. Hoebel and the Rev. N. H. 
Kern. 

We missed the keen mind of the Rev. 
Donald E. Elder, formerly of Redeemer 
Church, Houston, who has been called 
to the Indiana Synod. He was our very 
efficient statistician and the author and 
chairman of our streamlined Parish 
Education Committee. 

The Rev. Erich Petersen of Wee- 
satche spoke his last few words to the 
Texas Synod during the closing mo- 
ments of the convention and expressed 
his deep devotion to the synod and his 
love to the brethren. He preached his 
last sermon May 11 and will take 
charge of a congregation in Gary, Ind. 

One new face appeared among the 
pastors, the Rev. J. A. Sanders of Har- 
lingen, formerly of the Mississippi 
Synod. 

The Texas Synod has not changed its 
mind on the subject of combining our 
numerous periodicals. It helped start 
the idea and our delegate, the Rey. 
Wm. J. Hoebel, at Omaha saved this 
project from the great American file . . 
the waste basket! 

We added our sobs to the Board’s in 
the cut dealt to the budget appropria- 
tion to the Board of American Missions. 


Elected Leaders 


The Rey. Paul Bechter, president; the 
Rev. F.. W. Kern, vice-president; the 
Rev. William J. Hoebel, secretary; Mr. 


E. C. Vogt, treasurer; the Rev. J. A. 


Sanders, statistician. Executive Com- 
mittee: The officers, and the Revs. 
A. A. Hahn and the Rev. J. F. Vor- 
koper, and Messrs. C. E. Broden and 
H. T. Pitts. Mission Committee: Pres- 
ident Bechter, Pastors J. M. Schedler 
and N. H. Kern, and Mr. C. C. Zirjacks. 
The Rev. J. F. Vorkoper was re-elected 
editor of The Texas Lutheran. The Rev. 
A. A. Hahn continues to thrive on the 
task of synodical archivist. 


IN UNITY CHURCH, 
CHICAGO 


(Continued from page 11) 


Seventeen students were aided with 
funds in college or seminary. Carthage 
reported a student body of 316, with 54 
in summer school. Nachusa has 65 chil- 
dren in its care, and the Rev. LeRoy 
Weihe will soon become superinten- 
dent of the Home. 

Wednesday afternoon and evening 
the Illinois Synod Brotherhood met. Dr. 
Gould Wickey spoke at the banquet. 
Mrs. H. S. Bechtolt, president of the 
Illinois Women’s Missionary Society, 
addressed the convention Thursday 
afternoon, and fraternal delegates were 
present from the Wartburg and North- 
west Synods. Dr. Ralph D. Wheadon 
spoke in behalf of the Mulberry Home. 
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The Chicago Seminary 

Wednesday morning, by special 
action, was another red-letter day for 
the synod and for the seminary. The 
Executive Board of synod had made 
certain recommendations relative to a 
financial campaign for the Chicago 
Seminary. The amount suggested was 
far less than that which the Board had 
asked for a number of years back. At 
that time the seminary also engaged a 
financial agent to conduct the cam- 
paign. A material advance payment 
was then made on the contract. The 
general financial stress prevented the 
carrying out of the plan. The synodical 
committee was opposed to any attempt 
to create a large endowment. The dis- 


- cussion was brisk and prolonged and 


the whole matter was referred with the 
special order. 

The new recommendation was that a 
campaign should be inaugurated in the 
fall of this year for $100,000. To this 
should then be added, from year to 
year, the sum of $10,000 by apportion- 
ment in addition to the $7,500 pre- 
viously allotted. This seemed to satisfy 
the Executive Board, the Seminary 
Board, and everybody concerned. The 
discussion was all favorable and the 
recommendation passed almost as 
swiftly as the merger motion and with 
equal unanimity. 

The Rev. F. A. Millhouse preached a 
telling sermon at the ordination service. 
Treasurer Fosberg, Secretary Curran, 
and Statistical Secretary Konering 
were re-elected. 

The impression prevails that the 
younger heads are doing an excellent 
work. One feels that the synod is in 
good hands. Synod extended a vote of 
congratulation to Dr. T. F. Dornblaser 
who, in June, will reach the century 
mark. é 


NEW CHURCH, NEW 
PASTOR 


(Continued from. page 10). 


The delegates to the Omaha Conven- 
tion made an interesting report, stress- 
ing the matter of Church Relations, the 
Pension Plan, and the case of the Con- 
scientious Objector. 

Much serious thought was given to 
the deplorable conditions of our For- 
eign Missions, and the Executive Com- 
mittee was charged with the task of 
proposing to our congregations a way 
that will be helpful to us in meeting 
the emergency. The appeal of the Na- 
tional Lutheran Council for aid in mak- 
ing life safe for our boys in the mil- 
itary camps was carefully considered. 
The Rev. J. Edward Oslund is in charge 
of this project. 

Fifty per cent of the congregations 
paid the apportionment in full or in 
excess. There was an advance in the 
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The new dormitory 


Roanoke College 
Charles J. Smith, D.D., LL.D., President 


Four-year college of the Synod of Virginia. 
A.B. and B.S. degrees. Pre-professional work 
in law, dentistry, medicine, pharmacy, nurs- 
ing, or engineering. Strong department of 
business administration. Aeronautics under 
Civil Aeronautics Program. Co-educational. 
New girls’ dormitory and new chemistry 
building now under construction. 


Founded 1842. Member Southern Association. 
For information address 


DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS 


Salem, Virginia 


Box F Roanoke College 


amount over the previous year of 6.7 
per cent. 84.2 per cent of the appor- 
tioned benevolence was paid. 

Great was the surprise when the an- 
nouncement was made that the edition 
of the anniversary history was ex- 
hausted. With great hesitation this 
publication was undertaken, and within 
a few weeks after it was put upon the 
market, the entire edition is sold. 


Senior Ministers Honored 


The convention paused. in the midst 
of its busy activities to recognize its 
venerable member, J. A. M. Ziegler, 
Ph.D., D.D., who had that day attained 
to the eighty-sixth anniversary of his 
birth. Dr. Ziegler entered the synod in 
1907. He organized Trinity congrega- 
tion, Long Beach, and is now a mem- 
ber of that congregation. At the anni- 
versary banquet he offered the invo- 
cation. Amid enthusiastic applause, Dr. 
and Mrs. C. W. Maggart were pre- 
sented at the banquet on Saturday eve- 
ning. These two venerable servants of 
the Lord entered the synod in 1892, 
one year after synod was organized. 
Dr. Maggart was the fifth president of 
the synod and Mrs. Maggart was the 
second president of the Missionary So- 
ciety of the synod. They are spend- 
ing their golden days in the beauties 
of their California home, ministered 
unto by Dr. George Dorn, of whose 
congregation in Hollywood they are 
members. The celebration reached its 
climax in the mass meeting Sunday 
evening when the spacious nave of the 
First Church was filled with worship- 
ers. The Jubilee Committee had charge 
and the large choir from the Hollywood 
Church sang. Dr. Paul Roth delivered 
another of his matchless addresses 
which stirred the hearts of the large 
audience. More than 300 young people 
attended the Youth Rally in the after- 
noon. 

The committee in charge of the cele- 
bration consisted of Drs. H. A. Anspach, 
W. E. Crouser, E. A. Trabert, J. E. 
Hoick, and Messrs. Sidney Swanson, 
Ray Samuels, and Dr. C. B. Witter. 

All officers were re-elected and the 
standing committees have been ap- 
pointed. The next convention will be 
held in St. John’s Church, Sacramento. 


Gowrs for Pulpit andChoir 


q Superfrontals, pulpit and lectern 

hangings, bookmarkers, com- 

munion linens, materials cut out. Catalogue 
and samples on request. 


IM Hall INC 417 Fifth Avenue 
.M. , : 


New York 
FOR SALE 


PARADISE FALLS, PA. 


One of the finest cottages on the grounds to be 
sacrificed at half price. Completely furnished. 
Modernly equipped. A paying investment.—Write: 
A. J. A., 1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


CHURCH 
CARPETS 


Special groups of well-wear- 
ing carpets for Churches, Sunday 
School Rooms, Parsonages. Will 
gladly measure your spaces, sub- 


mit samples, and quote our low 
contract prices. No obligation. 


HARDWICK 


AND 


MAGEE CO. 


1209 Chestnut St.  Phila., Pa. 


OBITUARY 
Daniel Burt Smith, D.D. 


member of the editorial staffs of the Parish and 
Church School Board and of THE LUTHERAN, 
died May 15 .-as the result of a heart attack 
which overtook him while he was driving his 
automobile through Conshohocken, Pa., en 
route to York, where there was a convention 
of the Women’s Missionary Society of the Cen- 
tral Pennsylvania Synod to which Mrs. Smith 
had gone. 

Dr. Smith was born at Waterford, Ohio, De- 
cember 6, 1874. He entered Wittenberg College 
and completed his classical education in 1896. 
In the same year he entered Hamma Divinity 
School, where he prepared for ordination to the 
Lutheran ministry. He was licensed by the 
Wittenberg Synod October 2, 1898, and a year 
later, October 8, 1899, having been called to the 
North Liberty Parish of the Iowa Synod, he 
was ordained by that body at Lisbon, Iowa. 

He occasionally commented on the bewilder- 
ment which can be felt by a clergyman who is 
confronted immediately after his ordination 
with the very difficult problems which can arise 
in groups of believers in struggling new par- 
ishes. It was while wrestling with some of 
these situations that his health became such as 
to require him to seek a change of altitude and 
of climate. He went from Iowa to Colorado and 
regained his health after a period of several 
months. 

He was called to the service of Trinity 
Church in Canon City, Colo., and from there 
to Trinity Church in Boulder. It was while 
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MARION 
COLLEGE 


A LUTHERAN 
COLLEGE FOR 
YOUNG WOMEN 


Accredited Junior 
College and last two 
years of High School 
in famous “blue 


grass” region of 
Virginia. Liberal 
Arts. Pre-library, 


Pre-nursing. Pre- 
journalism, Pre-Social work, Education, Busi- 
ness Education, Home LEconomics, Music, 
Speech, Happy home and social life in at- 
mosphere of Southern culture. 68th year. 
Rates, $485.00 to $485.00. Catalogue and view 
book.—H. J. Rhyne, Pres., Box K, Marion, Va. 


Silver-Rim Plates made of permanent 
metal holders with beautiful paper refills. 
The ‘ Smart Set’’ likes them for buffet 
suppers, luncheons, picnics. Welcomed 
by business women —save time and 
labor. Ideal for church and club sup- 
pers—no dishwashing after the party. 


Send $1 for Introductory Box or write 
for circular. Agents mske good in- 
come. Sell to friends and neighbors. 


COLLINS CRAFTSMEN INC., Dent L. 308 S. Smedley St., Phila., Pa. 


Get your sunny tunic 
sea air where luxury 
costs you less! “Ship’s 
Sun Deck” overlook- 
ing ocean, 250 rooms, 
sea-water baths, Play- 
time Room, famous 
food. As low as $30 
weekly per person. 
double. Booklet. 


WEEK-END OFFER 

per person, double room, bath, 
Low all meals Friday to Sunday; 
AS or Saturday te Monday. 


E OF ATLANTIC 
CITY'S FINEST HOTELS 
Paul Auchter, Mgr. 


‘ Pennsylvania Ave. 


A SUPERIOR SCHOOL FOR SECRETARIES 
AND ACCOUNTANTS 

Teaching The Philosophy of the Master in 

Business. Intensive Summer Course—Short- 


hand and Typewriting—for those entering 
college this fall. 


Low Living Cost. 


(5 og 
Conn tia 
S.M.FUNK. PHD e111 § 


- POTOMAC ST. 


PRESIDENT HAGERSTOWN, Mp 


CHICAGO 


Lutheran Theological Seminary 
For information and catalog address 
L. FRANKLIN GRUBER, D.D., LL.D., 
President 
1600 S. Eleventh Avenue, Maywood, III. 


[ PARADISE FALLS RESORT Jz! Pisce jin, the Pocones 


Christian environment, homelike atmosphere, good food, 
rates reasonable. 
outdoor shuffle-boards, horseback riding, entertainment, fish- 
ing and hunting in season. 


PARADISE FALLS ASS’N, PARADISE FALLS, PENNA. 
Erwin W. Moyer, Manager 


serving this church that he met Mrs. Smith 
(nee Augusta Johnson). They were married 
August 15, 1904, at Boulder, Colo. That same 
year he was recalled to Canon City and con- 
tinued there until 1905, when he accepted a 
call to Zion Church, Hummelstown, Pa. 

While his connection with the Rocky Moun- 
tain Synod did not cover a great number of 
years, his valuation of it ranked it as among 
the most cherished of his experiences. In a 
letter written to be read May 1 of this year, 
during the celebration of the fiftieth anniver- 
sary of that synod which was in process, he 
noted the fact that he was its second president, 
having served in the years 1904-1905. In his 
communication to the brethren, relative to 
that earlier service, he states there were then 
ten congregations, with 770 communing mem- 
bers. There were eight Sunday schools, with 
825 members. The largest congregation was lo- 
cated in Denver, and it had enrolled 250 com- 
muning members. ‘“But,’’ Dr. Smith wrote, 
“this synod of missions was ambitious, zealous, 
determined. Its active ministers—seven of them 
at the most, usually fewer in number—did their 
best and trusted God for the rest.’’ One might 
say that the last of these qualifications, the 
trust in God, could be said to characterize the 
ministry of Dr. Smith throughout its entirety. 

After nine years of service in Hummelstown, 
the results of which have continued to this 
day and the memories of which he often re- 
ferred to with joy, he came to St. Paul’s, 
Easton, Pa. It was while in this parish that he 
became especially interested in religious educa- 
tion and made use of vacation periods to at- 
tend Columbia and Northwestern Universities. 
Also while at Easton, in connection with a eall 
from the late Dr. Charles S. Albert, he began 
to contribute to the Sunday school literature 
provided for the youth of the General Synod 
and later for the parish schools of the United 
Lutheran Church in America. 

The earliest mention of his name in connec- 
tion with Sunday school literature was in the 
year 1911, when he contributed the Interme- 
diate Lesson Notes in The Augsburg Teacher, 
then in use by the General Synod. As the helps 
for teaching the Sunday school lesson were en- 
larged and given greater variety, he contributed 
more extensively. : 

As co-editor with Dr. Charles P. Wiles, he 
prepared part of The Lesson Commentary and 
The Parish School. He provided in their en- 
tirety the Augsburg Young People’s lesson 
book, Young People’s Notes in the Augsburg 
Teacher, the Augsburg Adult Lessons, and the 
Augsburg Home Department lesson book. He 
contributed editorials for the story papers. 

Following the merger convention in 1918, he 
was among the persons named as associate edi- 
tors of THe LuTHERAN, and in 1919 he began his 
contributions to that journal in the form of les- 
son studies. They have continued with few in- 
terruptions until the present day. Indeed, his 
exposition of the text. of the lesson for June 8 
is in this issue of THe LuTHERAN. 

The funeral service took place in Trinity 
Church, Germantown, Philadelphia, Pa., of 
which he was a member. The Rev. Dr. Harry 
F. Baughman, pastor of Trinity Church until 
recently, had charge of the service and spoke 
concerning the esteem in which Dr. Smith was 
held. Burial took place in Hummelstown, Pa., 
where a service was also held, in which Dr. 
C. G. Leatherman, Dr. Smith’s successor; Dr. 
S. W. Herman president of the Board of Pub- 
lication; and Dr. M. R. Hamsher, president of 
the Central Pennsylvania Synod, participated. 


CHARLES H. DAHMER 
A Memorial and Appreciation 


On the Lenten Sunday appropriately named 
Judica, his Lord and Saviour called him to the 
final accounting of his stewardship. Then stood 
he, like the servant described in the Gospel: 

And so he that had received five talents came 
and brought five other talents, saying, Lord, 
thou deliveredst unto me five talents: behold, 
I have gained beside them five talents more. 

His Lord said unto him, ‘Well done, thou 
good and faithful servant; thou hast been faith- 
ful over a few things, I will make thee ruler 
over many things: Enter thou into the joy of 
thy Lord.” , 

He compressed into an abbreviated life that 
fullest measure of activity which represents the 
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greatest appreciation of the value of time itself. 
In his overflowing devotion to all the work of 
the Church—whether it was for synod, for 
charitable institutions, or for the individual 
shrines of worship which he helped to build 
and direct, or from which he came—he directly 
felt the blessing of the heavenly Father, with- 
out which all mortal efforts are as sand. His 
spiritual activities molded his character as an 
instrument for the business world, which like- 
wise honored him so greatly. He thereby re- 
flected an ever-increasing credit not only upon 
the Lutheran Church in general, but in_par- 
ticular upon every element of it which he 
served. 

In this profound loss to the church at large, 
Christ Church likewise shares in its loss of 
Charles H. Dahmer as honorary member of its 
Board, and treasurer of its Endowment Fund. 
Deeply as we mourn his passing, we neverthe- 
less bow to the Infinite Wisdom of our heavenly 
Father, to whom we render our most humble 
thanks for this so-active life which He has per- 
mitted to bring forth fruit a hundredfold. To 
this restless spirit, He has given peace; to a 
physical body often racked with pain, He has 
given healing and transfiguration; to a whole 
life of sustained and active Christian effort, He 
has now given His great reward. 

Charles H. Dahmer has returned to_ the 
heavenly Father, with whom he has found the 
love and communion of his earthly parents, the 
greater usefulness which he may now share 
with the sainted Dr. Wenner, his first spiritual 
mentor, and the eternal companionship of all 
those by whose side he fought here below the 
Good Fight. roe 

As a permanent Memorial and Appreciation, 
the Board of Christ Church has unanimously 
voted to spread this resolution upon its minutes. 
and to forward a copy of the same to the im- 
mediate family with an expression of its deep- 
est sympathy, which we profoundly share. 

For the Board, 
Charles J. Bohlen, Chairman. 
Henry K. Hall, Sec. 
April 14, 1941. 


IN HIGH ESTEEM 
Dr. John H. Raker 


The Good Shepherd has called Home from 
his labors as pastor to the most needy of God’s 
aoe our beloved superintendent, Dr. John H. 
Raker. 

Individually, we shall always hold him in 
blessed memory. That generations to come, the 
beneficiaries of his love and devotion may be 
ever mindful of him, we here set down in in- 
adequate words the sincere outpouring of our 
hearts. 

Now, therefore, be it resolved by the Board 
of Directors and the Advisory Board of the 
Good Shepherd Home: 

We rejoice with the family and friends of 
Dr. Raker that Providence allotted him that 
great span of life in which to achieve the re- 
alization of so many of his dreams; 

We thank God that such genius and talent 
were bestowed upon a man so devout that he 
remained humble, so sincere that he never 
doubted or wavered, so selfless that he never 
used these gifts for his own advantage but 
always as God willed, so energetic that every 
opportunity for service was eagerly grasped, so 
enthusiastic in his God-given task, that he in- 
spired others thereby yielding through his ef- 
forts and theirs a hundredfold harvest in good 
works, so steadfast in the faith that difficulties 
did not deter him but rather spurred him to 
greater effort. 

We recognize that great as were the achieve- 
ments of Dr. Raker’s ministry, many of his 
dreams and visions have not yet been realized, 
that his mantle has fallen upon us, and that 
until every type of unfortunate and needy per- 
son can find refuge in the Good Shepherd 
Home, we shall have failed to meet the stand- 
ard set by our departed prophet, guide and 
leader. 

As the greatest tribute we can pay to Dr. 
Raker, we promise to strive for the continuance 
and growth of these instrumentalities of love 
and for the future fulfillment of his plans for 
our exceptional and most needy brethren. To 
this program we now humbly, but earnestly and 
sincerely pledge ourselves, praying that God 
may grant us a goodly portion of courage, in- 
spiration and fortitude for this, His task. Amen. 

: G. Franklin Gehr, D.D., 
Phares G. Beer, D.D., 
Judge James F. Henninger, 
Committee. 


SYNODS 


The Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Canada 
will hold its seventy-ninth annual convention 
in St. John’s Church, Petawawa, Ont., Canada, 
the Rev. J. L. Kirchhofer pastor, beginnin: 
Tuesday, 7.30 P. M., June 10. The Confessio 
Service will be in charge of the Rev. O. T. C. 
Stockmann, and the sermon will be preached 
by J. H. Reble, D.D., president of synod. The 
nearest railway station to Petawawa is Pem- 
broke, Ontario. C. H. Little, Sec. 


The United Lutheran Synod of New York 
will hold its thirteenth annual convention, June 
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CONSULT THESE ESTIMATES OF CURRENT FEATURE FILMS 


Prepared by Independent Filmscores, a private reviewing service 


Films marked M may appeal to Mature Audience. 
Films marked Y may appeal to Young People. 


Films marked C may appeal to Children. 


* Means Outstanding for Family. 
+ Means Outstanding for Mature Audience. 


fCitizen Kane 
(RKO) 
D. Comingore 
John Cotton 
Everett Sloane 
Ruth Warrick 
Orson Welles 


Character study of fabu- 
lously rich egoist who comes 
to wield unlimited power, 
yet never finds satisfaction, 
revealed as editor seeks 
key to his nature after his 
death. 


Not, on the surface, a social docu- 
ment; it is with Kane in relation ‘to 
himself, not to society, that film is 
concerned. Significance lies between 
the lines, with its discovery the task 
of the audience. Excellence is in way 
story is told: completely objective, 
yet revealing. Unique, intelligent, 
sober, interesting throughout. M, Y 


Invisible Ghost 
(Mono.) 
Bela Lugosi 
Polly Ann Young 


Melodrama. Whenever ex- 
wife returns to haunt him, 
otherwise sane man goes 
berserk, commits murder. 


Lacking even elements of mystery or 
suspense, the horror film has nothing 
whatever to recommend it. 


Mr. District 


Attorney (Rep.) 
Peter Lorre 


D. O’Keefe 


Melodrama. Undaunted by 
rebuffs and his own blun- 
ders, young lawyer brands 
city boss as thief. 


Almost entirely unresolved, and with 
many turns of the plot never made 
clear. Amateurish. 


That Hamilton 
Woman (UA) 
Vivien Leigh 
Alan Mowbray 
L. Olivier 


Histarical romance, re- 
counting love affair of Lord 
Nelson and\Lady Hamilton 
during Napoleonic wars, 
climaxed with Trafalgar, 
reproduced in miniature. 


Frequent opportunities seized to draw 
analogies to present strife and to 
justify defense of British Empire. 
Sensitively presented, but rather 
drawn out. A faithful retelling of the 
notorious story, with propaganda lib- 
erally inserted. 


That Uncertain 
Feeling (UA) 
M. Douglas 
B. Meredith 
Merle Oberon 


Comedy. Boredom in the 
life of fashionable couple is 
relieved when wife be- 
comes psychiatry-conscious 
and meets young pianist 
also in need of mental 
adjustment. 


There are spots of delightfully satiric 
farce which deserve better setting 
than is provided in this thin, drawn- 
out story, with its frequent skirting of 
the risque. (Incidentally, it contains 
a casual sneer at “isolationists.’’) 
Ultra-sophisticated. M 


What’s Happening 
in Argentina 
(Julien Bryan 
film, released 
by RKO) 


Documentary short setting 
forth Argentina’s economic 
problems and other rea- 
sons for nation’s probable 
attitude in world crisis. 


Avoiding hysteria and frequent bias of 
“March of Time” features on similar 
subjects, this is surprisingly reasoned, 
inclusive. M, 


BEST CURRENT FILMS 


For Family: Andy Hardy’s Private Secretary, Fantasia, The Great Dictator, Men 
of Boys’ Town, Power and the Land, There’s Magic in Music, Western Union. 
For Mature Audience: Adam Had Four Sons, Blackout, Cheers for Miss Bishop, 
The Devil and Miss Jones, A Girl, a Guy and a Gob, The Fight for Life, 
Hudson’s Bay, Meet John Doe, Missing Ten Days, Night Train, Penny 
Serenade, So Ends Our Night. 


9-12, in Christ Church, Broadway and Fox 
Street, Buffalo, N. Y., the Rev. John M. Strodel 
pastor, beginning with the Service and Com- 
munion, Monday at 8 P. M. Business sessions 
daily at 9 A. M. and 2 P. M. The Ordination 
Service, June 11, at 8 P. M. 

Candidates for ordination will meet the Ex- 
amining Committee, F. Arnold Bavendam, D.D., 
chairman, at 10 A. M., Wednesday, May 21, in 
St. John’s Parish House, 81 Christopher St., 
New York City. Pastors from sister synods 
desiring to unite with synod will meet the com- 
mittee at 10 A. M., Tuesday, June 10, at Christ 
Church, Buffalo, N. Y. Paul C. White, Sec. 


The one hundred thirty-seventh annual con- 
vention of the United Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod of North Carolina will be held June 4-6 
in St. Andrew’s Church, Hickory, N. C., with 
Lenoir Rhyne College joint host, the Rev. F. P. 
Cauble, Ph.D., pastor. F. L. Conrad, Sec. 


WOMEN’S MEETINGS 


The thirteenth annual conventions of the 
Florida Synod and of the Synodical Women’s 
Missionary Society will be held June 16-18 in 
Trinity Church, 5th St. at 4th Ave., North, St, 


ve 


the Rev. H. V. Kahlenberg 


The Service, with the sermon by the Rev. 
Paul G. McCullough, president of synod, will 
be held Monday evening, June 16, at 8 o’clock. 

William Ernest Fox, Sec. 


Petersburg, Fla., 
pastor. 


The third annual meeting of the Women’s 
Auxiliary of the Lutheran Theological Seminary 
at Philadelphia will be held in the Seminary 
Chapel at two o’clock, Friday, June 6, 1941. 
Election of officers will take place. 

Thelma S. Ruff, Sec. 


BROTHERHOOD MEETING 


The Brotherhood of the United Synod of New 
York will hold its eleventh annual convention 
June 8-10 in Christ Church, Broadway and Fox 
St., Buffalo, N. Y., beginning with the service 
Sunday at 8.00 P. M., the Rev. F. Eppling 
Reinartz, Secretary of Promotion for the U. L. 
C. A., speaker. Business sessions and confer- 
ence groups Monday at 9.30 A. M. and 2.00 
P. M. Brotherhood banquet Tuesday evening, 
May 10, Dr. Levering Tyson, president of Muh- 
lenberg College, will be the speaker. 

Ellsworth Miller, Pres. 


31 


"RGEISSLER.INC. 


450 SIXTH AVE.NBAR 10 ™ ST. NEW YORK 


Church Furnis 


MARBLE- BRASS - SILVER 
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CHIMES 
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Ss Write for literature. Address Dept. 10 
McSHANE BELL FOUNDRY, Baltimore, Md, 


Lenoir Rhyne College 


(Co-educational) HICKORY, N. C. 


Owned and controlled by The 
United Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of North Carolina 


STANDARD A GRADE INSTITUTION 
Fully accredited by the Southern Association 
of colleges. 

A.B. and B.S. Degrees. 
Pre-professional, Teachers, Commercial and 
Music Courses. 

Expenses $356.00 to $380.00. 

For information and catalogue, write 
P. E. MONROE, President 
Lenoir Rhyne College Hickory, N. C. 


Enjoy a 
Profitable Vacation 


Inspiring Conferences, healthgiving 
recreation, peaceful relaxation. 


NORTHFIELD GENERAL CONFERENCE August 2-18 


Girls’ Conference.................... June 24-July 2 
Missionary Conference..................... July 7-15 
United Presbyterian Conference............ July 12-19 
Religious Education Conference............ July 15-26 
Westminster Choir College............ July 21-Aug. 11 
Christian Endeavor Conference.......... July 26-Aug. 2 


Detailed Information on Request 


NORTHFIELD SUMMER CONFERENCES 


EAST NORTHFIELD, MASS. 
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PAYNE-SPIERS STUDIOS, ine. 


175 FIFTH 


AVENUE—NEW YORK 
STUDIOS: PATERSON, N. J. 


STAINED GLASS WINDOWS 


BRONZE TABLETS 
"MEMORIALS IN WOOD, MARBLE, IRON, MOSAICS 
ALTAR FURNISHINGS 4 DESIGNS SUBMITTED 5 ai) 
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yy aye pean 


These are pretty important words, for they begin a 
life-long partnership sanctioned by law and blessed by 
the church. They mark the beginning of a new home, 
a new way of living, a different way of looking at people 
and things. And when you enter this relationship, be sure 
to take God with you into your new home and to keep 


Him there through contacts with your church and those 


or the BRIDE 


BOOKS which are helpful to Newlyweds 


who serve your church. 


HARMONY IN MARRIAGE. Leland Foster Wood. Cloth, $1.00; Paper, 


Good 75 cents. 
Advice 
MAKING A HOME. Leland Foster Wood. 50 cents. 
LOVE, MARRIAGE AND PARENTHOOD. Grace Sloan Overton. $2.00. 
A WHITE BIBLE or WHITE COMMON SERVICE BOOK 
To Carry at Her Wedding 
Bride’s Bible—$2.00 and $3.50. 
Bride’s Common Service Book—$2.50 and $12.00. 
2 WEDDING CERTIFICATES 
Appropriate 
f We have a wide variety of booklet certificates, folder certificates, and 
Cifts certificates suitable for framing. Inexpensive and Deluxe. 
See catalogs for detailed descriptions. 
THIRTEENTH AND SPRUCE STREETS PHILADELPHIA 


Chicago Columbia Pittsburgh 


